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American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 


FORTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING. 

Txe American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions held its Forty-first 
Annual Meeting in the First Presbyterian Church of Oswego, New York, commencing 
on Tuesday, September 10th, at four o’clock P. M., and closing on Friday the 13th, at 
half past ten A. M. 


CORPORATE MEMBERS PRESENT. Rev. Harvey Cor. 
Tueopore Freiineuvrsen, LL. D. Davin H. Lirtre, Esq. 
Tuomas S. Witurams, LL. D. Hon. Samvuget WI.usTon. 
Wituiam Atte, D. D. Rev. Josern STEELE. 
Heman Humpnrey, D. D. Ricwsarp S. Storrs, D. D. 
Natuan S. 8S. Beman, D. D. Hon. Atrrep D. Foster. 
Henry Hu11, Esq. Atvan Bonn, D. D. 

Rurvus Anperson, D. D. Cuartes M. Let, Esq. 

Rev. Davin GREENE. Carvin T. Hutpurp, Esq. 
Negemiau Apams, D. D. Harvey Ety, Esq. 

Rev. H. Dwieurt. Samuec H. Cox, D. D. 
Exisna Yate, D. D. Horace Ho pen, Esq. 
Mark Hopkins, D. D. Joun Marsnatt Paut, M. D. 
Joet Hawes, D. D. Jor Parker, D. D. 

Marx Tucker, D. D. Cuaauncey A. Gooprics, D. D. 
Davin Maare, D. D. Swan L. Pomroy, D. D. 
Rev. Stras AIKEN. Wituram Wisner, D. D. 
Revsen H. Watworts, LL. D. Bensamin C. Tayzor, D. D. 
Hon. Sets Terry. Rev. Davin L. Oepen. 

Hon. Witiiam Darina. Hon. Wituram J. Husparp. 
Diepricn Witters, D. D. Asa Cummines, D. D. 

H. H. See ye, Esq. Rev. H. B. Hooxer. 

Anson G. Puetps, Esq. Samuet M. Worcester, D: D. 
Rev. Caauncey Eppy. Hon. Henry W. Tartor. 
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Rey. Tuomas SHerarp. 

Hon. Samvuet H. Water. 
Anprew W. Porter, Esq. 

L. P. Hicxox, D. D. 

Simzon Bensamin, Esq. 

Rev. Aueustus C. Tuompson. 


HONORARY MEMBERS. 


Maine :— 


Rev. Ray Palmer, Bath. 
Rev. Elias Chapman, Parsonsville. 


New Hampshire :— 
Rey. Cyrus W. Wallace, Manchester. 


Vermont :— 

Rev. Silas Hudson, Dorset. 

Rev. J. H. Worcester, Burlington. 
Darius Branch, Castleton. 


Massachusetts :— 
Rey. Jonathan E. Woodbridge, Boston. 
Hon. Daniel Safford, do. 
Rev. Samuel H. Riddel, do. 


Rev. Henry Cooley, Southwick. 
Parsons Cooke, D. D., Lynn. 

Rey. J. B. Clark, do. 

Rev. Daniel Temple, Reading. 

Rev. Isaac R. Worcester, West Newton. 
Rey. Edward A. Lawrence, Marblehead. 
Rey. William Warren, Upton. 

John Todd, D. D., Pittsfield. 

Rey. A. C. Page, do. 

Rey. Charles B. Kittredge, Monson. 

E. T. Smith, South Hadley. 

Key. W. H. Beaman, Hadley. 

Rev. C. Blodgett, Pawtucket. 

Rev. R. T. Searle, North Danvers. 

Rey. James M. Bacon, Newton. 


Connecticut :— 


Rev. Andrew Sharpe, Rockville. 

Rey. Thomas Tallman, Scotland. 

Rey. Edward Strong, New Haven. 

B. L. Hamlin, do. 

Rey. Austin Putnam, Hamden. 

Rey. Clinton Clark, Ridgefield. 

Rev. Orson Cowles, North Haven. 
Lewis Weld, Hartford. 

Rev. S. B: S. Bissell, Greenwich. 

Wm. Thompson, D. D., E. Windsor Hill. 
Rey. H. P. Arms, Norwich. 

Rey. Adam Reid, Salisbury. 

Rey. Ira Pettibone, Winsted. 

Rev. William H. Marsh, Woodstock. 
Rey. Myron N. Morris, North Stonington. 
David Gould, Sharon. 
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Rev. E. W. Robinson, Lisbon. 
Rev. 8. H. Allen, Windsor Locks. 
Rev. T. B. Sturges, Greenfield. 
Rev. Walter R. Long, Meriden. 
William W. Wakeman, Southport. 


New York :— 
Rev. Wm. W. Collins, Onondaga Hollow. 
Rev. Peter Lockwood, Binghamton. 
Rev. W. F. Doubleday, _— do. 
Rey. R. S. Crampton, Rochester. 
Rev. J. B. Shaw, do. 
Rey. M. J. Hickok, do. 
Rev. Albert H. Gaston, Barre Centre. 
Rey. Charles E. Furman, Medina. 
Rey. D. J. B. Hoyt, Brighton. 
Rev. Francis Janes, Colchester. 
Rey. J. J. Slocum, Syracuse. 
Rev. G. H. Hulin, do. 
Rey. Joseph Myers, do. 
Rev. W. W. Newell, do. 
Rev. L. M. Shepherd, Smithville. 
Rev. Asher Bliss, Cattaraugus. 
A. Scoville, Lockport. 
Rev. Edgar Perkins, Ogden. 
Rev. Charles Jerome, Bergen. 
Rey. Israel Brainard, Vernon. 
Rev. Isaac P. Stryker, do. 
Rev. R. A. Avery, do. 
Rev. George S. Boardman, Cazenovia. 
Selah Munson, do. 
J. C. Hubbell, Chazy. 
Rev. Ralph Robinson, New Haven. 
Rey. Philos G. Cooke, Auburn, 
Rev. J. Few Smith, do. 
Rev. Samuel M. Hopkins, do. 
Rev. Henry A. Nelson, do. 
Rev. R. L. Hurlburt, Youngstown. 
Rev. J. P. Fisher, Schenectady. 
Rey. H. B. Chittenden, do. 
Rev. W. J. R. Taylor, do. 
Rev. M. S. Goodale, Amsterdam. 
Rey. Peter Snyder, Watertown. 
Rev. Isaac Brayton, do. 
Adriel Ely, do. 
Rev. L. H. Van Dycke, Gilboa. 
Rev. Hosea Kittredge, Read Creek. 
Rev. Charles H. Chester, Niagara Falls. 
Rey. 8. P. M. Hastings, Pompey Hill. 
Rev. Charles E. Avery, Weedsport. 
B. Stow, Adams. 
Rey. Ebenezer Everett, Victory. 
Rey. Elijah W. Plumb, Potsdam. 
Rey. Pliny Twitchell, Wyoming. 
Rev. L. A. Skinner, Lancaster. 
John I. Knox, Augusta. 
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Rev. W. H. Spencer, Utica. 

Rev. S. W. Brace, do, 

Charles Wiley, D. D., do. 

Rev. James Glentworth Butler, Brooklyn. 


Rev. Richard S. Storrs, Jr., do. 
John A. Davenport, do. 
Charles J. Stedman, do. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


H. Kendall, East Bleomfield. 
R. P. Stanton, Cohoes. 

F. S. Ward, Bloomfield. 

S. H. Gridley, Waterloe. 
Salmon Strong, Clinton. 

R. F. Cleaveland, do. 

R. G. Vermilye, do. 

T. F. Bradford, do. 

H. R. Dunham, Cortlandville. 
S. N. Robinson, Truxton. 
William Hogarth, Geneva. 
Rev. F. E. Cannon, do. 

Rev. William F. Curry, do. 
Thomas Lounsbury, D. D., Ovid. 
Rev. Thomas Wright, Wolcott. 

Rev. Herman Halsey, Cambria. 

Rev. E. T. Ball, Genoa. 

Rey. John Tompkins, Marcellus. 
Rev. Levi Parsons, da. 

Rev. Samuel M. Wood, Brownville. 
Rev. James H. Hotchkin, Prattsburg. 
Rev. Robert Aikman, Troy. 

Rev. J. Potter, Alleghany. 

Rev. C. C. Carr, Fairport. 

Nathaniel Hall, M. D., Lenox. 

Rev. B. B. Gray, Castleton. 

Rey. Silas C. Brown, West Bloomfield. 
Rey. Elisha B. Sherwood, Liverpool. 
Rev. P. H. Fowler, Elmira. 

Rey. E. H. Payson, New Hartford. 
Rev. Horace P. Bogue, Seneca Falls. 
Rev. B. B. Beckwith, Gouverneur. 
Rev. Horace Eaton, Palmyra. 

R. G. Pardee, do. 

Rev. R. 8. Storrs Dickinson, New York. 


Almon Merwin, do. 
5. C. Brigham, D. D., do. 
Rev. D. B. Coe, de. 
Rev. W. H. Bidwell, do. 
Rev. George L. Hall, do. 
Rey. A. Pheenix, do. 
Rev. Joshua Leavitt, do. 
Rev. James Knox, do. 
Rev. O. B. Bidwell, do. 


Rev. R. Richard Kirk, New York Mills. 
A. B. Covert, Ovid. 

Benjamin Bassler, Farmersville. 

Rev. Moses Jewell, Groton. 

Rev. Edward B. Walsworth, East Avon. 
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Rey. P. Field, Marshall. 
Rey. F. R. Townsend, Fulton. 


D. W. Gardner, do. 
George Talman, do. 
John E. Dutton, do. 
M. L. Lee, do. 


Isaac N. Wyckoff, D. D., Albany. 
Nathaniel Davis, do. 
Salem Town, LL. D., Aurora. 

Rev. E. G. Townsend, Camden. 
Rey. Samuel Sweezy, do. 

Rev. Timo. B. Jervis, Richfield Springs. 
Rev. S. J. Tracy, Springfield. 
Benjamin Rathbone, do. 

Rey. O. P. Conklin, Berkshire. 

M. Harrington, Lafayette. 

Rev. John Waugh, Sanquoit. 

Rey. A. K. Strong, Otisco. 

Rev. W. E. Knox, Rome. 

Rey. William L. Strong, Fayetteville. 
Rey. Lemuel Pomeroy, Smyrna. 
Rey. Thaddeus Pomeroy, De Witt. 
Seth Williston, D. D., Durham. 
Rev. Ezra Jones, Junius. 

Rev. Ezra Scovell, Mexico. 

Rev. I. A. Canfield, Claremont. 

Rey. A. C. Tuttle, Sherburne. 

Rey. Charles Machin, Oneida Castle. 
Rev. W. H. Magie, Williamstown. 
Rev. Edward C. Prichett, Oriskany. 
Rev. L. Kellogg, Whitehall. 

Rev. Thomas K. Fessenden, Homer. 
Rev. I. W. Pierce, Andes. 


New Jersey :-— 
Rev. Joseph Corey, New Vernon. 
James Scott, D. D., Newark. 
Rey. Aaron C. Adams, W. Bloomfield. 
Rev. C. 8. Arms, Madison. 
Rey. D. E. Magie, Boonton. 
Rev. Sylvester Cook, Wantage. 
Rev. 8. D. Ward, Paterson. 
T. S. Ward, Bleomfield. 


Pennsyloania:— 
Rev. David Malin, Philadelphia. 
Rev. John Waters, Carlisle. 
Rev. Anson Rood, Philadelphia. 


Maryland :— 
Rev. James McIntire, Elkton. 
Ohio :— 
George L. Weed, M. D., Cincinnati. 
D. H. Allen, D. D., do. 
Rev. F. Y. Vail, do. 


John Hugh, D. D., Windham. 








Elisha Taylor, Cleveland. 
T. P. Handy, do. 


Michigan :— 
Rev. George C. Curtis, Adrian. 
Rey. Erastus Colton, Niles. 
Rev. Henry H. Northrop, Monroe. 
Rey. G. L. Foster, Jackson. 
Rev. J. Holmes Agnew, Ann Arbor. 


Iowa :— 
Rev. S. Storrs Howe, Iowa City. 
Rey. Glen Wood, Keokuk. 


Georgia :— 
Luther Clark, Athens. 


South Carolina :— 
A. W. Leland, D. D., Columbia. 


Tliinows :-— 
Rev. George M. Tuthill, Monticello. 


Louisiana :— 
Thomas Allen Clarke, New Orleans. 


France. 
Rey. Leon Pilatte, Paris. 


The following missionaries of the Board were 
also present. 

Rev. Wm. Walker, West African mission. 

Rev. Wm. H. Steele, Borneo mission. 

Rev. Ozro French, Ahmednuggur mission. 

Rev. John D. Paris, Sand. Isls. mission. 

Rev. Wm. Youngblood, Borneo mission. 

Rev. Daniel Poor, Ceylon mission. 

Rev. H. R. Hoisington, Ceylon mission. 

Rev. A. H. Fletcher, Ceylon mission. 

Rev. Asa Hemenway, Siam mission. 

Rev. Henry Ballantine, Ahmednuggur 
mission. ‘ 

Rey. Asher Bliss, New York Indian mis- 
sion. 

Rev. David T. Stoddard, Nestorian mis- 
sion. 

Rev. Joshua Potter, New York Indian 
mission. 

Rey. Henry Cherry, Madura mission. 


The President, Hon. Theodore Frelinghuysen, 
took the chair. ‘The divine blessing was im- 
plored by Dr. Beman. Rev. J. B. Shaw, of 
Rochester, N. Y., was appointed Assistant Re- 
cording Secretary. Letters were communicated 
from Dr. Aiken, Dr. Adams of New York city, 
Dr. Linsley, Dr. Skinner, Hon. Daniel Haines, 
and Dr. A. D. Eddy, severally expressing their 
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regret in not being able to attend the present 
meeting of the Board. 

A committee of arrangements was appointed, 
consisting of Dr. R. W. Condit, Dr. Pomroy, 
Rev. C, Eddy, Chancellor Walworth, Rev. Mr. 
Cannon, Rev. Ray Palmer, and Rev. Thomas 
Shepard. 

Chief Justice Williams, A. G. Phelps, Esq., 
Dr. Hawes, Rev. Henry Dwight, Dr. Beman, 
Rev. J. J. Slocum, and Rev. Daniel Temple, 
were appointed the business committee. 


Treasurer's Report. 


The Treasurer submitted his annual report, 
with certificates of the Auditors. The report 
was referred to a committee of seven, viz:— 
Judge Darling, Charles M. Lee, Esq., A. G. 
Phelps, Esq., Hon. Seth Terry, B. L. Hamlin, 
Esq., Hon. H. W. Taylor and Harvey Ely, Esq. 
This committee subsequently made the following 


report. 


The committee have examined the accounts of 
the Treasurer, as found on the books of the 
Board, and find that the amount received by him 
during the year ending July 31, 1850, was 
$251,862 28 ;—that the amount paid out by him 
during the same year, was $254,329 35, making 
the expenditure of the Board, $2,467 07 more 
than the receipts. This sum added to the bal- 
ance due by the Board, July 31, 1849, makes the 
indebtedness of the Board, $34,074.05. Since 
the meeting of the Board in September, 1849, 
bank stock to the amount of $12,310 has been 
sold and the proceeds loaned on good security. 
The balance of the permanent funds of the 
Board remains invested as heretofore. 

From the account of the ‘Treasurer, it appears 
that $15,703 37 were paid for agencies during 
the year. This appeared to the committee a 
large amount for agencies ; but, on examination, 
it appeared that this item of expense had been 
considerably increased by a change in the man- 
ner of paying some of the agents of the Board 
and in the organization of other agencies of 
— importance to the interest of the Board. 

eretofore, the salaries and expenses of the Rev. 
L. Hall and the Rev. F. Bartlett have been paid 
by local societies, from the monies collected by 
them on their respective fields, and the net pro- 
ceeds paid to the Wessun of the Board. Dur- 
ing the last year the salary of the Rev. F. Bart- 
lett and his expenses for twenty-one months, 
amounting to $1,358 16, and the salary and ex- 
penses of the Rev. L. Hall for fourteen months, 
amounting to $1,017 88, have been paid by the 
Treasurer of the Board. 

The committee found the accounts of the 
Treasurer kept with great accuracy and system, 
and they recommend that his report be accepted 
and adupted by the Board. 


Report of the Prudential Committee. 


A brief abstract of the Report of the Pruden- 
tial Committee having been read by the Secreta- 
ries, Drs. Anderson and Pomroy, the different 
portions of the Report were referred to commit- 
tees for examination. 

The committee on that portion of the Report 
relating to the Home Department consisted of 
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Dr. Tucker, Rev. Silas Aiken, Hon. Seth Terry, 
Horace Holden, Esq., Dr. Lounsbury, Rev. 
Joseph Cory, and Rev. John Waters. 

That part of the Report relating to the African 
missions, was referred to Dr. Allen, Rev. Joseph 
Steele, Harvey Ely, Esq., Rev. H. A. Nelson, 
Rev. Thomas Tallman, J. C. Hubbell, Esq., and 
Rev. William F. Curry. 

That part of the Annual Report which relates 
to the Greek, Jewish and Armenian missions, 
was referred to Dr. Goodrich, Dr. Yale, Dr. 
Parker, Dr. Brigham, Rev. Daniel Temple, Rev. 
J. H. Worcester, and Rev. Francis Janes. 

That part of the Report relating to the Syrian 
mission, was referred to Dr. Cox, Rev. Samuel 
M. Hopkins, Hiram H. Seelye, Esq., Dr. Wil- 
lers, Rev. J. E. Woodbridge, Luther Clark, Esq., 
and Rev. Ralph Robinson. 

That part of the Report relating to the Nesto- 
rian mission, was referred to Dr. Humphrey, 
Calvin T. Hulburd, Esq., Dr. Tucker, Rev. Hen- 
ry Cooley, Dr. Wiley, Rev. M. S. Goodale, 
and Salem Town. 

That part of the Annual Report, which relates 
to the Mahratta missions, was referred to Dr. 
Hawes, David H. Little, Esq., Rev. Silas Hud- 
son, Rev. R. L. Hurlburd, Rev. Peter Snyder, 
Charles J. Stedman, Esq., and B. Stowe, Esq. 

That part of the Report relating to the Madras 
and Madura mission, was referred to De. Hickok, 
Rev. P. H. Fowler, Rev. A. Sharpe, Lewis 
Weld, Rev. S. P. M. Hastings, Rev. R. G. Ver- 
milye, aud Rev. James McIntire. 

That part of the Report relating to the Ceylon 
mission, was referred to Dr. Wisner, Hon. Seth 
Terry, Rev. Elijah W. Plumb, Rev. H. R. Dan- 
ham, Rev. William W. Newell, Rev. John 
Tompkins, and Rev. S. H. Gridley. 

That part of the Report relating to the Siam, 
Borneo and China missions, was referred to Dr. 
Taylor, Dr. Seott, Rev. C. Eddy, Rev. J. F. 
Smith, Rev. Charles H. Chester, Rev. Erastus 
Colton, and Rev. Horace P. Bogue. 

That part of the Report relating to the Sand- 
wich Islands mission, was referred to Chancellor 
Walworth, Chief Justice Williams, Dr. Beman, 
Hon. A. D. Foster, Dr. Goodrich, Rev. Henry 
Dwight, and Dr. Magie. 

That part of the Report relating to the missions 
to Oregon and to the Cherokees, was referred to 
Dr. Magie, Dr. Wyckoff, Rev. Orson Cowles, 
Rev. Peter Lockwood, Rev. George S. Board- 
man, Adriel Ely, Esq., and Rev. S. N. Robinson. 

That part of the Report relating to the mis- 
sions to the Choctaws and Dakotas, was referred 
to Rev. David Greene, Rev. Hermon H. Halsey, 
Dr. Williston, Rev. George H. Hulin, Selah 
Munson, Esq, Rev. Henry Twitchell, and Rev. 
James H. Hotchkia. 

That part of the Report relating to the mis- 


sions to the Gwen, New York Indians, and the ! shee 
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Abenaquis, with the Summary, was referred to 
Rev. H. B. Hooker, Rev. Harvey Coe, Rev. 
Austin Putnam, Rev. R. F. Cleveland, Rev. 
Charles E. Furman, Rev. C. C. Carr, and Joha 
A. Davenport, Esq. 

These committees subsequently made their re- 
ports, recommending that the several portions of 
the Report of the Prudential Committee be ap- 
proved and adopted, which was done accord- 
ingly. 


The committee on that part of the Annual 
Report which relates to the Home Department, 
reported as follows : 


That the first thing which strikes them is the 
unusually large number of seven corporate mem- 
bers who, during the past year, have been called 
to their reward. Some were in the midst of 
great usefulness, all were deeply devoted to the 
work of missions. One, had been, for many 

years, chairman of the Prudential Committee. 

hese repeated instances of mortality admonish 
us that time is short, and what our hands find to 
do we must do with our might. Some doubiless 
are present with us at this time who will never 
attend another anniversary. 

The arduous labors at the Missionar 
have been prosecuted with renewed diligence 
and zeal. The committee are happy to learn 
that the health of one of the Secretaries, who is 
now absent in Europe on account of his being 
overtasked, is improving, and that the hope of 
his full recovery is strongly entertained. Care ex- 
hausts as much as labor ; and these beloved breth- 
ren have a strong claim upon our sympathy and 
prayers. 

The committee learn with pleasure, that the 
system of agencies is nearly complete ; it is hoped 
that during the present year, in consequence of a 
more thorough application, the resources of the 
churches will be more fully brought out. Al- 
though such a fearful responsibility rests upon 
the settled pastors, and they might lessen materi- 
ally the labors of the District Secretaries, yet 
there is painful evidence that many do not meet 
the responsibility. ‘The committee cannot but 
hope that the facts and statements of the Pruden- 
tial Committee, and the earnest = and affect- 
ing addresses of members of the Board at their 
meeting, will operate a favorable change in the 
minds of many of the friends of missions. An 
expectation was expressed at the last Annual 
Meeting that the amount raised the coming year 
to carry forward the work of converting the 
world would be greatly increased, that the debt 
of the Board would be lessened, if not wholly 
removed : but it has been increased rather than 
lessened, so that it now amounts to more than 
$34,000. When we think of the number of ex- 
cellent returned missionaries who have given 
their time and efforts to the work of visiting the 
churches, and the number of agents who have 
labored in this department, the committee are 
constrained to express their deep grief at the 
state of the funds. 

Four missionaries and nine assistant missiona- 
ries have been sent out the past year, and seven 
others have returned to their respective fields of 
labor. 

The committee are happy to learn that a de- 
cided ees has been made in the publi- 
cations of the Board. To the Missionary Herald, 
one of the ablest and best conducted missionary 
journals in the world, are now added, a printed 
t, called the Journal of Missions, a most in- 


House 








teresti r, and the Youth’s Dayspring, an 
cumeetion Batis pamphlet, which ought to be in 
the hands of every youth in the country. By the 
help of these publications, missionary knowledge 
may be communicated to every family of this 

at field. Nor shouid any pastor rest till ever 
Sabbath school and neighborhood is supplied. 
The report closes with a cheering view of the 

pect of the coming year. May every hope 
Ce reclined, every talent be occupied, and every 
friend of missions labor for Christ as though this 
were to be his last year. 


The committee to whom was referred that 
part of the Annual Report which relates to Afri- 
ca, made the following report: 


That we now have, connected with our two 
missions on the western and south-eastern coasts 
of Africa, fifteen stations, and seventeen mission- 
aries, and forty Christian Jaborers in all ; that we 
have seven churches and one hundred members ; 
that we have flourishing schools and a printing- 
— shows the commencement of a humane and 

volent enterprise, which will not rest, till it 
has lighted the lamp of life in the central dark- 
ness of benighted Africa. 

It ought not to be forgotten that America, as 
well as other countries of the white race, owe a 

at debt to the African family. As the cupid- 
ity of Europe and of America has inflicted the 
most horrible wrongs and indescribable woes on 
the natives of Africa, surely a returning sense of 
justice, and especially a spirit of benevolence, 
will attempt to put an end to these wrongs and 
to remove these woes, by the communication of 
the light of truth, and the power and hopes of the 
glorious gospel. 

If the naval forces, which have been employed 
by some civilized nations, have been totally inef- 
fectual for the suppression of the slave-trade, yet 
the principles of the gospel, implanted in the 
hearts of the unciviliacd and barbarous natives of 
Africa, will exert a mightier energy, and will be- 
stow upon them the blessings both of temporal 
and spiritual freedom. 

We highly approve of the suggestion of the 
Prudential Committee in regard to the establish- 
ment of a theological seminary for the rearing up 
of native preachers from among the pupils of the 
schools among the Zulus, who have indicated the 

ssion of talents which place them on an 
equality with the youth of other countries. And 
preachers, it is thought, will be able, in the 
most effective manner, to convey the inestimable 
blessings of the gospel to the interior of this great 
moral desert; so that, in the fulfillment of the 
divine promise, Ethiopia shall ‘ stretch forth her 
hands unto God.” 

If there are great difficulties, arising from po- 
lygamy and other habits of the people, in the 
way of these African missions, yet the same gos- 

| which, accompanied with the Spirit of God, 

as changed the degraded moral condition of 
other children of error and of sin,—sunk as low 
as they,—has power to subdue the spirit of licen- 
tiousness and intemperance amongst this people. 


The committee to whom was referred that part 
of the Annual Report which relates to the mis- 
sions among the Armenians, the Greeks, and the 
Jews, submitted the following report : 

Tn reference to the Armenian nation, it has 
long been known, that they are the most active, 


industrious and enterprising of any of the Chris- 
tian sects which are scattered throughout the 


Turkish empire. As merchants and bankers, |C 
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they are found in almost every large city of Asia, 
from ‘Teflis to Calcutta. y are connected 
together by the strongest bonds of nationality 
and of personal interest; they possess, in many 
instances, vast wealth ; and they continually op- 
erate upon each other, in all their dispersions, 
with great power, as members of one united com- 
munity. Itis, therefore, gratifying to learn from 
this Report, that the religious movement which 
commenced among this people some years ago 
at Constantinople, has now extended to numerous 
and remote cities. Hundreds, and perhaps it 
may be said thousands, are waking up to a sense 
of their need of a more spiritual religion. They 
are becoming dissatisfied with a system of mere 
forms, and are seeking for a purer and more 
spiritual faith in the pages of the Bible, and in 
conversation with our missionaries. There seems 
to be much reason for believing, that the Arme- 
nian nation have reached a momentous period in 
their history ; and that from this time we may 
date the commencement of their elevation to a 
purer faith, and a preparation for their becoming 
the instruments of bearing the true gospel of 
Christ throughout extensive regions of the East- 
ern world. 

As to the mission among the Greeks, there is 
at least this encouragement, that our excellent 
missionary, Dr. King, has been permitted to re- 
sume his labors at Athens, without molestation. 
Though little, perhaps, can be expected from his 
instructions, while the people continue in their 
existing state of political excitement, it is cer- 
tainly proper that the station should be continued 
for the present, waiting, in the mean time, for the 
decisions of Providence as to the future. 

The labors of our missionaries among the Jews 
are attended, as yet, with but little success. We 
have the strongest evidence, however, that they 
are carried on in the best spirit. In the character 
of Mr. Schauffler and his associates, we have 
the fullest assurance that all which can be done 
by kindness and perseverance will be performed 
= - recovery of the lost sheep of the house of 

srael. 


The committee on the Syrian mission report : 


That, from the document furnished them, their 
general conclusion is one of congratulation and 
encouragement. ‘The field is a large one, extend- 
ing from the Mediterranean to the Tigris and the 
city of Mosul ; and includes five stations, namely, 
Beirit, Abeih, Tripoli, Aleppo, and Mosul ; with 
three out-stations, ten ordained missionaries, 
one physician, a printer, twelve female assistant 
missionaries, and four native preachers; total, 
twenty-eight. It is also a field peculiarly inter- 
esting and important. Our brethren in the first 
four of the stations are comparatively near each 
other. Their common medium of operations is 
the Arabic language, that ancient tongue, vir- 
tually the same with that of Abraham and the 
patriarchs of four thousand years ago ; a language 
spoken by about forty millions of people, and re- 
garded as sacred by all the followers of the false 
— Some of them have made great pro- 

ciency in its culture, and now speak, write, 
translate the Scriptures, and preach the gospel 
in Arabic, with ease and correctness, if not with 
force and elegance. 

The committee have not any special sugges- 
tions to make; but they thank God and take 
courage in view of all the particulars referred to 
them ; and in hope of future success in the re- 
claim of all that land, and of Jeryselem itself, to 
the spiritual jurisdiction and pet of its only 
legitimate King and Savior, the Lord Jesus 
st. 
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The committee on the Nestorian mission report 
as follows : 


In reading the Report we felt constrained to 
exclaim, What hath God wrought? It is the con- 
tinuance of good news from a far country, which 
is like cold water to the thirsty soul, and which 
has refreshed and gladdened the hearts of all the 
friends of the Redeemer, in the three preceding 
Annual Reports of the Prudential Committee to 
this Board. The outpouring of the Spirit upon 
the schools of that mission, in the revival which 
commenced about the middle of last January, 
and which was still in progress at the latest dates, 
has been wonderful. [tis the Lord’s doing and 
marvellous in oureyes. And we recollect nothing 
more cheering and enemy | in the history of 
modern missions, than the change which the gos- 

| has wrought among the Nestorians within the 
ast four years. 

If any thing could make the friends of missions, 
and the patrons of this Board in particular, thank 
God end take courage, surely these displays of 
his rich and abounding grace must do it. Here, 
it seems to your committee, is enough to assure 
the weakest faith, that God is hastening to fulfill 
his great and preci romises, in the conver- 
sion of the world, through the agency of his own 
appointment. 





The committee on the Bombay and Ahmed- 
nuggur missions remark : 


That having examined the documents submit- 
ted to their inspection, they find in them no 
occasion for extended remark. The facts and 
statements detailed by the Prudential Committee 
relative to these missions, appear satisfactory, 
and in many respects highly eucouraging. 


The committee on the Tamil missions reported 
as follows : 


Some new items of interest appear in the Ma- 
dras mission. ‘The practice of preaching to the 
people in the public street and the front yard of 
the house has been adopted, and proves widely 
influential and successful; not less than ay 
thousand people have thus heard the gospel. 
The Old ‘Testament in Tamil, revised, is pass- 
ing through the press in a neat edition, and con- 
tinued attention is given to the perfection of the 
Tami! and English Dictionary. The schools 
prosper, and have been mainly supported by the 
friends of the mission in Madras, with but $300 
expense to the Board. ‘The death of Mrs. Scud- 
der, who had been a missionary more than thirty 
years, is noticed, and a proper tribute of respect 
is paid to her piety, activity and usefulness. 
The printing establishment and type foundry are 
in full operation. : 

The Madura mission still grows in importance 
and interest. Experience has suggested some 
changes in the practical operations of this mis- 
sion, which are now in progress ; and which ap- 
pear to be judiciously undertaken and for good 
reasons. More reliance is to be placed upon 

ublic preaching and instruction in the vernacular 
anguage ; and the use of the English language, 
and instruction in western literature and science, 
are to be reserved for such as have become more 
mature and experienced. ‘The seminary is to 
be made to take somewhat more of the character 
of a theological school. Some special manifes- 
tations of divine influence have been given, and 
the future prospects of the mission seem highly 
flattering and hopeful. 

Both of these missions strongly claim immedi- 
ate and effective reinforcements. 
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The committee on the Ceylon mission say : 


Though this mission has been called, pe 
the past year, to mourn the loss of a beloved 
efficient female helper, Mrs. Apthorp, and the 
removal, by declining health, of three missionaries 
and their wives from this interesting field, yet in 
the opinion of your committee there is no ground 
for discouragement, but much reason for thanks- 
giving and praise. 

Though there have been no special seasons 
of the v=, of the Spirit of God upon 
this field during the year, yet your committee 
believe it has been a year of decided progress in 
the work of the Lord. The mission press has 
been exerting its legitimate influence, in spreading 
far and wide a knowledge of the Christian system 
among that heathen people, while the seminary, 
and other schools, which bows been kept up in 
villages, have been furnishing a class of ps teens 
and Christianized young men and women, who 
we trust will, at no very distant day, by their 
direct and reflex influence, bring paganism, in all 
its forms, into disrepute, by showing to the peo 
a more excellent way. The power of the Holy 
Scriptures in these missionary institutions has 
already been such that the enemies of our holy 
religion have been compelled, in their opposition 
schools, to introduce the Bible as a class book, so 
that those who do not preach the gospel of love, 
are obliged to do so of contention: 

Your committee would therefore recommend 
that immediate measures should be taken by the 
Board to supply the places of those brethren and 
sisters who have been removed by the providence 
of God, and that as soon as the condition of the 
treasury will allow, there should be a still further 
reinforcement provided. 


The committee on so much of the Annual Re- 
port of the Prudential Committee as refers to the 
Siam, Borneo, and China missions, reported as 
follows : 


That the Siam and Borneo missions of this 
Board are now closed. Although past afflictive 
dispensatious of God’s providence induced the 
anticipation of this event, yet hope suggested 
that other things might be in store which would 
avert such an issue. The trial of our faith, in 
these visitations, may yet be unto the praise and 
glory of God’s grace. That which we know not 
now we shall know hereafter. But there are, in 
the review of the dealings of God, some results 
blended with these missions, which assure us we 
have not labored in vain. 

The knowledge acquired respecting these lands 
of darkness ; the presentation to the heathen mind 
of the gospel of the blessed God in the translation 
and publication of portions of the divine Word , 
and the hopeful conversion of even a few souls, 
is a recompense for the toil and expense incurred, 
and the suffering endured, by the ambassadors for 
Christ who have lived and labored and suffered 
and died in this work. 

In. December, 1819, Mr. Hemenway, with 
his family, took leave of his brethren of other 
missions, and in due season arrived in this coun- 
try. Not weary of his work, but fondly cherish- 
ing the remembrance of the past, and with anx- 
ious desires for the future, he indulges the hope 
of devoting the remainder of his days to plant- 
ing the gospel in Siam. The spirit of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hemenway, manifested ia their labor and 
in the trying circumstances under which it was 
evidently their — to come home » their devoted- 
ness to their work, and desire to resume it, in- 
crease the regret felt that their missionary work 
should have n interrupted, May the Lord 








send them back, in his own time, well laden with 
the fruits of holiness. 

The Borneo missionaries, both in enfeebled 
health, and now in this country, most anxiously 
indulge the hope of returning to their field of 
labor and of trial. Notwithstanding Karangan 
is, temporarily, without an ambassador for Christ, 
to laim to the Dyak the | of salvation, 
there do not appear any fresh obstacles in the 
way of resuming this mission, so far as the peo- 
ple or the government are concerned. But the 
way seems open for a removal of a serious diffi- 
culty in the non-allowance of the Dutch colonial 

vernment, of our missionaries to enter their 

eld of duty, without a year’s previous residence 
at Batavia. Other difficulties are found, how- 
ever, in the uncertainty of the restoration of the 
health of the returned missionaries, and of obtain- 
ing suitable men, either to accompany them if 
permitted to return, or to go without them and 
revive the mission. 

While the Reformed Dutch churches have felt 
deeply affected by the termination, or at least the 
present interruption of their efforts, in this inter- 
esting field, their ministers and people cannot but 
feel the influence of the presence of these self- 
denying men, as they behold their faith and de- 
votedness to the work which God has assigned 
them. Very many wrestling cries have ascended 
to heaven in their churches, and at their synod- 
ical meetings, for the blessing of God to descend 
upon these beloved servants of the Most High ; 
and that he would raise up, qualify and sen 
forth with them, in the fullness of his own time, 
other laborers. The Lord hasten the day, and 
animate with a holy zeal this branch of Zion, that 
she may value her privilege and fulfill her obli- 
gation to come up to the standard of gospel re- 
quisition, in preaching that gospel to every crea- 
ture. 

The China missions are full of interest. That 
at Canton tells of the progress made in the revi- 
sion of the New Testament coy in which 
Dr. Bridgman bears a part, while temporarily 
residing at Shanghai; and ere long, this arduous 

important work will be completed. 

That difficulties have arisen to the members of 
this mission is true. They have been hindered 
in their work from the want of suitable accom- 
modations wherein to conduct their public reli- 
gious exercises ; but having easy access to the 
surrounding villages, they are carrying the mes- 
sages of salvation to the people in their houses, 
and practically presenting the great salvation to 
their attention, and asking them to receive it. 
They are bringing the youthful minds of a few 
under the direct influence of the light of science, 
and the far more glorious light of Divine Reve- 


‘The peculiar relation of education to the work 
of missions in China, and the extent to which it 
should be carried, can be determined only when 
sufficient light shall have been received on the 
whole subject. ‘The mission press is sending 
forth the living word; prejudice against the mis- 
sionaries is yielding ; and there is now free access 
to millions of immortal minds. 

‘The Amoy mission has, for a season, suffered 
from afflictions in the removal of laborers, by 
death and temporary absence. The Rev. Mr. 
Doty has been interrupted in his work by broken 
health. It has, however, been in a good measure 
restored, and his work resumed. Mr. ‘Talmage’s 
return will facilitate the work in progress, but 
there are now needed at least four additional 
laborers. And the rich consolation abounding 
by Christ, the stated and orderly assembling in 
the sanctuary of from one hundred and fifty to 
two hundred persons for the worship of the true 
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God, the conversion of souls to God, the stead- 
fastness of those who have hopefully become new 
creatures in Christ Jesus, and their manifest pro- 
gress in knowledge and piety, and the fact that 
others are asking for the way of salvation, assure 
us that God in Christ is to them their life. 

Here, then, God appeals loudly and graciously 
to the Reformed Dutch churches, and especially 
to her pious poung men; bidding them come up 
to the help of the Lord against the mighty. There 
is ability enough in these churches to sustain the 
work, and God can and will give the willingness, 
if the spirit of prayer prevail. Will they not 
arise, and calling mightily on God, with believing 
hearts, secure the blessing for themselves, while 
seeking it for those who are perishing for lack 
of knowledge. 

The Fuh-chau mission, established in 1847, 
having been strengthened by an increase of la- 
borers, the operations of the mission have made 
steady and successful progress, notwithstanding 
the encountering of similar difficulties to those of 
the brethren at Canton and Amoy. The con- 
a on the Sabbath, varying from forty to 

fty, are increasing, a marked seriousness bein 

prevalent. And while prejudice, pride, and 
moral blindness prevail, the missionaries are 
cheered by evidences that truth is piercing the 
mass of error in which the Chinese intellect has 
for ages been enveloped. This mission, sur- 
rounded by a population of two millions of souls, 
speaking the Fuh-chau dialect, and easy of access 
to the heralds of the cross of Christ, presents a 
wide and inviting field. More men are asked. 
And surely more are needed. Every thing, then, 
in the vast field of China, urges the prompt and 
powerful acceleration of the gospel chariot 
throughout this vast region. God is preparing 
the way in a marvellous manner, ond bids the 
Christian Church arise, put on her strength, and 
co-operate in the glorious advancement of his 
cause and kingdom throughout this land of dark- 
ness and of death. 


The committee upon the Sandwich Islands 
mission report : 


That, with the exception of the desolating 
gale which was permitted to sweep over Kohala, 
im December, 1849, and which destroyed the mis- 
sionary church aud school-houses at that place, 
the mission at the Sandwich Islands has contin- 
ued, since the last Annual Meeting of the Board, 
to receive the approving smiles of the God of 
missions. Your committee have considered the 
additional regulations adopted by the Prudential 
Committee, during the past year, relative to the 
gradual separation of the churches at the Sand- 
wich Islands from the care and control of the 
Board, and are satisfied of their wisdom and 
propriety. The reduction of the expenses of the 
mission for the year 1850, by which $8,000 is 
saved to the Board, without materially impairing 
the efficiency and usefulness of our misssionary 
operations there, shows the propriety of the 
course adopted in relation to this gradual throw- 
ing of the missionary churches and the missiona- 
ries covnected with them, upon their own re- 
sources, 

Your committee also think favorably of the 
project of establishing a new mission in Polynesia, 
to be supported in part by contributions from the 
members of the native churches in the Sandwich 
Isiands. ‘The success of the mission already es- 
tablished by the Board in this portion of the 
islands of the Pacific, by which, jn the short period 
of thirty years, a people has been raised from the 
lowest depths of heathenism to the character 
and standing of a Christian nation, affords the 
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strongest ground for hope that similar results 
may be attained in the other islands of the 
Pacific, by |p exertions on the part of the 
Christians of the United States. 

Since the last Annual Meeting, the Prudential 
Committee has received information of another 
outrage, committed by a great and powerful na- 
tion, upon the feeble, unresisting and unprotected 
government of the Sandwich Islands. Neither 
the missionaries nor the mission property belong- 
ing to the Board were disturbed, or directly inter- 
fered with, by the proceedings of the French 
admiral at the time of the perpetration of this 
last outrage. But knowing the real cause of hos- 
tility on the part of the French Government 
against the Sandwich Islanders, and recollecting 


what occurred at the time of the hostile visit of 


the frigate L’Artimise in 1839, your committee 
have reason to presume that neither the mission 
property of the Board, or the individual rights 
of the missionaries, would be safe in case of a 
third hostile visit. Such a visit is not improbable, 
as the French, after the perpetration of the last 
outrage, left without having made any adjustment 
of the matters of complaint between them and 
the Hawaiian government. In that event, prompt 
and efficient efforts may and unquestionably will 
be necessary to prevent injury to the missionaries 
and the mission property. The chairman of your 
committee has therefore been directed to ask the 
Board to adopt the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the functions of the committee 
upon the Sandwich Islands mission be continued 
until the next Annual Meeting of the Board; and 
that it be authorized to take such measures, in 
concert with the Prudential Committee, as may be 
deemed advisable for the protection of the mis- 
sion property and the missionaries at the Sand- 
wich Islands: this resolution however is not to be 
construed to impair the right of the Prudential 
Committee to exercise such independent action 
on the subject as it may deem proper. 


The report on the Oregon Indians, and the 
Cherokees, is as follows : 


A dark cloud seems still to hang over the mis- 
sion in Oregon. The cause has not yet recovered 
from the shock occasioned by the tragedy which 
occurred in the fall of 1847. “Three missionaries, 
with their wives, still remain in the country, but 
their labors are confined entirely to the white in- 
habitants. Your committee hope the time is not 
distant when they will be able to resume their 
work among the fadions. 

Nothing of very special interest has been wit- 
nessed among the Cherokees during the past 
year. The missionaries appear to have labored 
faithfully, and they have not been Jeft without 
encouraging tokens of the Divine approbation. 
Considerable portions of the Scriptures have been 
translated into the native language. From these 
distant fields, among the sons of the forest, they 
send up their earnest requests for an interest in 
the prayers of Jesus’ friends. We owe it to the 
cause, as well as to the Master they serve, not to 
be forgetful of their request. 


The committee on that portion of the Report 
relating to the Choctaw and Dakota missions, say: 


‘That, so far as they can judge, the documents 
committed to them present a fair view of the la- 
bors and success of those missions, and of their 
present condition. 

The continuance of the converting influences 
of divine grace in the Choctaw mission forso many 
years, almost without intermission, aud richly 
experienced the last year, with the consequent 
large ingatherings to the mission churches, calls 
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for devout acknowledgment and praise to God. 
The liberal appropriations made by the Choctaw 
tape pe and people for educating their chil- 
ren and youth, the exemplary contributions of 
individuals for religious and benevolent pur . 
and their efficient and persevering labors for the 
education of those portions of their people which 
the missionaries cannot reach, are worthy of no- 
tice. Altogether, the mission en to be ina 
satisfactory and encouraging condition. 

The committee regret to see it stated that their 
own laws for punishing crime and maintaining 
order are not efficiently administered by the 
Choctaw magistrates ; and that, in consequence, 
disorder and crime abound. Hoping that more 
efficiency in this respect will soon be manifested, 
the committee see no reason why the Choctaws 
may not become permanently an intelligent, civ- 
ilized and happy Christian community. 

The Dakota mission, as presented in the Report, 
does not seem to call for any remark, further than 
to say, that the patient and cheerful labors of the 
missionary brethren and sisters there, contending 
with the indifference of the Dakotas and other 
discouragements, entitle them strongly to the 
sympathy and prayers of the Board and all 
friends of missions. 


The committee on that part of the Annual Re- 
port which relates to the Ojibwa, New York and 
Abenaquis Indians, remark : 


That they have examined the documents rela- 
ting to these missions. ‘They have been gratified 
in learning that, notwithstanding the peculiar ob- 
stacles and discouragements which lie in the way 
of all efforts for the improvement of the Indian 
tribes, the missionaries have been favored with 
some success in ns the ignorant and el- 
evating the degraded. 

They are pleased to learn, that as the lands 
of the Ojibwa tribe have been purchased and 
ceded to the United States, and they are to re- 
move to a more remote region, the missionaries, 
in fervent zeal for their welfare, have cast in their 
lot with them, and will accompan these sons of 
the forest to their distant home in the wilderness ; 
making it also their own permanent abode, in 
hope of promoting the temporal and eternal wel- 
fare of these benighted beings. . 

This change of location cannot but, for a while 
at least, break up the regular labors of the mis- 
sionaries ; yet it is believed some important ad- 
vantages will be secured by carrying them beyond 
those baleful influences which their unprincipled 
white neighbors have long exerted over them. 

In regard to the New York tribes, and that of 
the Abenaquis, as well as in reference to the one 
just named, your committee unite in believing 
that the missionaries of the Board, to these vari- 
ous tribes, are persevering amid various trials 
and discouragements in a great and good work; 
and that though present results have nothing pe- 
culiarly striking in their character, yet these ser- 
vants of Christ are indeed building up the spir- 
itual kingdom of God, and ma ing numbers 
savingly acquainted with Him who loved them 
and bought them with ors blood. 


Ability of the Board to conduct Missions on a 
More Extended Scale. 
Upon this subject Dr. Anderson read the fol- 
lowing Special Report of the Prudential Com- 
mittee. 


The question, whether the Board can 
economically use much larger funds than 
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are now at its disposal, and superintend 
a greatly enlarged system of missions, is 
practical ; and the Prudential Committee 
submit a few facts and considerations in 
wer to it. 
he principles which render large 
business establishments economical in 
tne commercial world, substantially ap- 
ly to missionary societies, and the fol- 
owing quotation from a distinguished 
writer on political economy, is altogether 
in point. 

“ In countries,” he says, “in which are 
the largest markets, the widest diffusion 
of commercial confidence and enterprise, 
the greatest annual increase of capital, 
and the greatest number of large capitals 
owned by individuals, there is a tendency 
to substitute more and more, in one 
branch of industry after another, large 
establishments for small ones. In Eng- 
land, the great type of all these charac- 
teristics, there is not only a perpetual 
growth of large manufacturing establish- 
ments, but also, wherever a sufficient 
number of purchasers are assembled, of 
shops and warehouses for conducting 
retail business on a large scale. These 
are almost always able to undersell the 
smaller tradesmen,—partly, it is under- 
stood, by means of division of labor aris- 
ing from the great scale of the transac- 
tions ; as it costs no more time, and not 
much more exertion of mind, to make a 
large purchase, for example, than a small 
one, and very muck less than to make a 
number of small ones.” * 

Facts are found in every part of our 
country to illustrate and confirm the re- 
marks of this writer. In our large cities 
are merchants, wich extended trading es- 
tablishments ; some employing as many 
as fifty or sixty salesmen and clerks, and 
even a greater number, each of them 
having a specific occupation and full em- 
ployment in it; and so perfect is the di- 
vision of labor, and the arrangement for 
individual accountability, that the whole 
great trading establishment is superin- 
tended by a single mind. It is said, that 
such large mercantile houses are, in this 
manner, enabled to do business at a less 
per centage of profit, than smaller houses 
can do. That is, the cost of working 
the system is thus reduced. In manu- 
factures, there is found to be economy 
in committing large capitals to the man- 
agement of single individuals. A capi- 
tal of between one and two millions is 
known to be satisfactorily managed by a 
single treasurer, with the help of aclerk; 





* Mills’s Political Economy. 
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while the same force would be needed 
for a capital not half as large. Another 
financial agent, managing a capital of a 
million and a half, was induced, by a 
moderate addition to his salary, to take 
the care of two other capitals amounting 
to nearly as much more. 

It is thus the sagacity of mankind 
gives economy, momentum, and effect to 
the business of the world. 

And is there not scope, and a loud call, 
for the same economizing, energizing 
process in the great work appertaining 
to Missionary Societies? The world is 
now literally opened to the gospel, and 
rendered accessible to the missionary, 
and the immense magnitude of the en- 
terprise requires a corresponding extent 
of effort; and there are a thousand rea- 
sons, both at home and abrcad, why the 
work should be committed to as few dis- 
tinct organizations as possible. This is 
necessary to secure the least conflicting 
agency in raising the funds, the greatest 
economy in the management, the most 
perfect division of labor, the most varied 
and richest experience, and a pzoper 
concert of action and codperation among 
the various societies engaged in the 
work. The capabilities of our system 
forms a subject, therefore, of much prac- 
tical importance. If the Board, for in- 
stance, be able to conduct a system of 
missions containing twice or three times 
the present number of missionaries, and 
with only a small comparative increase in 
the labor and expense of the management, 
it would seem wise and proper that the 
organization be tasked to the full extent 
of its working capacity. 

The extent of this working capacity,— 
having respect merely to the organiza- 
tion, and not to the persons at present 
employed,—the Prudential Committee 
propose briefly to illustrate. The organ- 
ization includes the missions, as well as 
the various departments of trust and la- 
bor at home. 

The working capacity of this organi- 
zation relates to two objects,—the man- 
agement of funds, and the directing of 
missions. 


I. MANAGEMENT OF FUNDS. 


The largest amount of funds yet 
placed at the disposal of the Board in 
one year, (not including the permanent 
fands,) was $318,000, while its ordinary 
income, of late years, has been about 
$251,000. But there are English Mis- 
sionary Societies, which réceive and dis- 
burse a much larger income. That of the 
Church Missionary Society is $500,000. 
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Its permanent funds, moreover, are at 
least half a million; and to this might 
be added, in strict propriety, (as in all 
similar societies,) the estimated pecunia- 
ry value of the property in the several 
missions of that society, and of its 
working system, including all the means 
of its credit and influence ;—the grand 
sum total that might be realized by the 
sale of these things, were there a market, 
in the Christian world, for such commod- 
ities ; in other words, what it would cost 
to reproduce them. And to reproduce 
them would require an expenditure of 
not less than four or five millions of dol- 
lars; nor could it probably be done, at 
that or any other cost, in less time than 
thirty years. The receipts of the Wes- 
Jeyan Missionary Society, last year, rose 
as high as $536,000. The funds of 
these societies, and of other English 
missionary societies in the receipt of 
large funds, are apparently as well man- 
aged now, as when not half as large; 
nor is there any reason to suppose, that 
the executive capacity of either of these 
organizations is yet fully tasked, or even 
approaching that result. 

It is not doubted, that large funds for 
benevolent objects can be as well man- 
aged in this country, as in Great Britain. 
The receiving clerk, employed in the 
treasury of the Board, could receive, 
enter, and acknowledge, two or three 
times the present number of donations ; 
and were it otherwise, the labor could be 
easily divided with another clerk. It 
would perhaps be better still to appoint 
an assistant treasurer, who might write a 
great part of the letters to donors. The 
Treasurer's business might thus be en- 
larged almost indefinitely, without neces- 
sarily oppressing him, or much increasing 
the expense. The Treasurer’s account- 
ability may be made as perfect for half a 
million, or a million of dollars, as it is 
for the present amount of income. 


Il. DIRECTING THE MISSIONS, 


1. We need, in the first place, to have 
a precise and correct idea of what a for- 
eign mission really is. The soldier may 
be said to fight his country’s battles. But 
it cannot in like manner be said of the 
missionary, that he fights the battles of 
the church. He makes his conquests, 
not for the church, nor for any pari of it, 
but for Christ. Christians, societies, 
churches, missionaries, by whomsoever, 
and in whatever manner the work is done, 
are all alike instruments in the hands of 
Christ. It will not do to build so vast 
and self-denying an enterprise on any 
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other idea, than that the missionary goes 
on his mission solely in the performance 
of his own individual, personal duly to 
the Lord Jesus. He goes not as the 
servant of the Board, nor of the churches, 
but only of his divine Lord. Missions 
on a large scale cannot be successfully 
conducted for a long time,—certainly 
not by means of married missionaries,— 
upon any other basis. There is not 
enough of spiritual power in any com- 
binations of motives, short of the Savior’s 
redeeming love and high command in 
their bearing on the individual disciple, 
to exert a controlling influence over 
the parental feelings, as they often 
become developed in the lapse of years. 
The whole undertaking needs to rest on 
this one motive, and to take from it its 
shape and character. The missionary 
should go forth in obedience to his own 
private convictions of having received a 
call from the Holy Ghost, like Paul and 
Barnabas, and in the discharge of his 
own personal duty to Christ. And it is 
only after he has made known his con- 
victions, and the decision to which he 
has come, that his fellow-christians, who 
regard it as their part of the duty to bear 
the expenses of the enterprise, decide, 
(which they do through their chosen 
agents,) whether he be such a missionary 
as they will gladly support among the 
heathen, Thus it is in respect to every 
missionary. The work is a partnership. 
The greatness and difficulty of the en- 
terprise lead Christians to associate for 
its performance,—each, however, in view 
of his own personal duty to the great 
Lord of the enterprise. The specific 
obligation assumed by each party is, to 
see that the other is properly aided in 
doing his portion of the work. It is for 
this purpose alone, that the association is 
formed. 

2. The missions are all organized 
bodies, and they are so for the purpose of 
self-government ; and the administration 
of their internal affairs, just as far as 
possible, is intrusted to them. Each 
mission, when of the proper size, is left 
to determine the stations of its members, 
to manage its schools and its printing, to 
train and employ its native helpers, to 
superintend its native pastors and church- 
es, and virtually to dispose of all the 
funds committed to it by the Prudential 
Committee. To enlarge the number of 
persons, therefore, is to increase the self- 
directing capacity of the missions them- 
selves, and so to diminish the actual 
weight of responsibility on the Pruden- 
tial Committee. 








3. It is the business of the Prudential 
Committee to superintend the working of 
this self-governing system of missions ; 
and this it does mainly on the basis of 
reports, letters, and journals received 
from the missions. It is obvious, then, 
that the stronger the missions are in re- 
spect to numbers, piety, talent, and prac- 
tical wisdom, the more easy will it be for 
the Prudential Committee to perform its 
duties in relation to them. An increase 
in the number of missions, organized in 
different and dissimilar fields, will obvi- 
ously have the effect to add to the labors 
and cares of the Committee, though not 
even then in proportion to the number of 
the missions. But what is now under 
consideration, is an increase in the num- 
ber of the missionaries, in fields already 
occupied by the Board. 

To see more clearly that such an in- 
crease of missionaries will not be at all 
oppressive to the Prudential Committee, 
we should consider the nature of the 
business they have to perform. The 
Committee does not prepare and keep the 
docket of business, and see that every 
item is seasonably presented, and in its 
proper order, for their attention. This is 
true of committees in all similar institu- 
tions; as it is, also, in banking houses, 
and manufacturing and railroad compa- 
‘nies. Such committees, by whatever 
name called, judge, advise, decide; and 
this the Prudential Committee aims to do 
thoroughly, in respect to all the business. 
It is the duty of secretaries, treasurers, 
or other executive officers, to see that the 
business is attended to in its proper or- 
der, and that it is properly presented,— 
of those who are required to devote their 
whole time to it, make it their earnest 
study, and who are, or ought to be, ac- 
quainted with all its facts and all its re- 
lations. Nor is there danger of an in- 
telligent committee’s being seriously 
misled. The executive officer, who 
should make a false statement of facts, 
would be like a cashier who presents a 
false account. If he does it knowingly, 
he is dishonest ; if he repeatedly does it 
through ignorance, he is incompetent. 
He cannot do it often, nor for any length 
of time, without detection. 

It would not be necessary for the Pru- 
dential Committee to devote more time 
than they now do to official business, even 
should the existing missions come to have 
double their present number of mission- 
aries. They could hardly afford, indeed, 
to give more time to the business, than 
they now do. It is believed that an in- 
crease of missionaries, provided it be 
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gradual, would not require mere time at 
their hands, though running on to four or 
five hundred, and to an annual expendi- 
ture of half a million of dollars. 

We must consider the manner in 
which the Prudential Committee does its 
business. The Secretaries (each in his 
own department) are expected to bring 
the business to the attention of the Com- 
mittee in its proper order; but not until 
they have themselves mastered all the 
available facts in the case, and are able 
to state them clearly. If this labor be done 
thoroughly, we can perceive that it will 
be no unpleasant addition to the labors 
of the Committee, and scarcely even an 
addition, should most of the missions 
under their care be much larger than 
they now are. With how much more 
interest and pleasure would the excite- 
ment of the “ Committee Room” be an- 
ticipated, were the Sandwich Islands 
mission extended to new groups of 
Islands in the North Pacific, and the 
missionary force doubled in that ocean ; 
were the number of missionaries quad- 
rupled in the two African missions ; were 
it trebled among the Jews of Turkey ; 
rendered one-fourth larger among the 
Armenians; doubled in Syria, and 
among the Nestorians; trebled among 
the Mahrattas ; doubled in Southern In- 
dia and Ceylon; quadrupled in China ; 
and made a fourth larger among the 
North American Indians! This would 
make the number of our missionaries 
more than twice as great as it is at pres- 
ent; and the increase is one, in every 
case, which ought soon to be made. 

4. Such an increase in the number of 
the missionaries would not add material- 
ly to the labors of the Treasurer. His 
correspondence is with the treasurers of 
the missions, and rarely with the different 
members. And he can as easily remit 
to a mission a bill fortwo hundred pounds 
sterling, as for one hundred pounds, 

5. It is also a fact, that the official 
correspondence, though it increases with 
the number of the missions, does not in- 
crease in proportion to the number of the 
missionaries in existing missions. The 
missions being self-governing communi- 
ties, the larger they are, and the more 
opportunity they thus give their members 
for social intercourse, the less need is 
there of writing to individual members. 
Large missions may occasionally fal] into 
disorder, and they then require much at- 
tention ; but it is not often that two mis- 
sions are disordered at, one time; and 
there certainly is more satisfaction, in- 
tellectual and moral, in efforts to set 
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large bodies right, than small ones. 
Curtailments in the expenditures of a mis- 
sion, arising from a falling off in the 
funds, always increase the necessity for 
more correspondence. But large mis- 
sions, as a general thing, do not press 
more heavily on the department of corres- 
pondence, than small missionse. Th let- 
ters addressed to such missions are per- 
haps somewhat longer, perhaps somewhat 
more elaborate, but on the whole there is 
but little increase of care and labor. 

To all this is to be added the cease- 
lessly onward progress in discovering 
the natural relations of things apper- 
taining to the work of missions, the 
settling of principles and usages, and 
the systematising of labors. The pro- 
cesses of thought, which oppressed the 
minds of Worcester and Evarts, were 
long since embodied in simple maxims 
and usages; and though there are diffi- 
cult problems to be yet solved in con- 
ducting mssions, the solutions are going 
on, and experience has made no small 
progress, through the divine blessing, in 
reducing the old chaos of facts into 
something like order and beauty. And 
this process is constant; there is no 
apparent end to it; and the effect is 
continually to enlarge the ability of the 
Prudential Committee and of the Secre- 
taries to attend to the increasing facts, 
and to accomplish the increasing busi- 
ness, of their several departments. 

It appears from the past reasoning, 
that our organization,—though none too 
large for the work attempted, nor for the 
work actually accomplished, — is suffi- 
cient for a much larger operation. 
Scarcely any of the missions have yet 
attained their natural growth. A con- 
siderable enlargement of funds and mis- 
sionaries, would be even a relief to al] 
the parties concerned. It would also be 
economical. The expenses of business 
do not increase proportionally with the 
business itself. The per centage dimin- 
ishes as the business enlarges. 

6. There is another view of the sub- 
ject, which must by no means be over- 
Jooked. It results from the very nature 
of our enterprise, that our system of mis- 
sions cannot possibly exist in a prosper- 
ous state, without creating an imperative 
necessity for constaut enlargement, both 
in the number of missionaries, and in the 
amount of expenditure. This was shown 
at the Special Meeting of the Board, in 
the year 1842. It was then argued, and 
the Board admitted the correctness of the 
reasuning, that foreign missions are like a 
family, in which the children advance in 
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physical, intellectual and moral develop- 
ment, make increasing demands for food, 
clothing and education, and must be pre- 
pared to take an independent and useful 
stand in the world; that this progress is 
as much a part of the missionary consti- 
tion, as it is of the family constitution ; 
and that missions, being once instituted, 
are subject, like so many families, to the 
inevitable necessity of being progressive, 
until they reach a certain point of devel- 
opment, or of suffering the most destruc- 
tive evils. Indeed the Prudential Com- 
mittee have long believed that, by the 
very nature which God has given to our 
enterprise, we are shut up to the alterna- 
tive of such a progress, or of a certain 
and ruinous decline. It is implied, how- 
ever, in what has been said, that there is 
a point beyond which the expenses need 
not go, and where, after a little time, they 
begin to decline ;—as we see at the Sand- 
wich Islands, where they have already 
diminished full one-third. 

The Prudential Committee ask, what 
would be gained by reducing the num- 
ber and variety of our present missions ? 
The only effect would be to weaken the 
hold which the system has on the atten- 
tion and interest of the Christian com- 
munity, and so to diminish our income 
even faster than ourexpenses. We shall 
never be uble really to economise by re- 
duction, nor thus to gain a firmer and 
sater stand. Our system of missions — 
must retain its whole interesting variety 
of climate, countiy, people. languages, 
social state, and religions. It was be- 
cause it had this varied interest, in great 
mezsure, under God, that the withdrawal 
of so large a number of Presbyterian 
supporters, thirteen years ago, when the 
General Assembly's Board of Missions 
was forined, created no greater pecuniary 
embarrassment; and with a system 80 
varied and interesting, and with God's 
continued favor, there is no serious cause 
for great apprehension in respect to the 
future. But the invariable condition of 
prosperity for this and every other sys- 
tem of missions to the heathen, is a 
progressive increase in the number of 
its laborers and in the amount of its 
expenses. 

Nor is the possibility granted us, by the 
King of Zion, of standing much longer 
where we now are. We cannot do it, 
for any length of time. We must either 
go forward, or we must go backward. 

In conclusion, we may regard the 
Bible and Tract Societies, the Societies 
for Foreign and Domestic Missions, the 
Theological and Sabbath School Socie- 








ties, and other similar classes of benevo- 
lent religious associations, now existing 
in the Christian world, as together con- 
etituting one grand Evangelical Volun- 
tary Association of Christians, recently 
formed for obeying Christ’s last com- 
mand. The whole annual expenditure is 
sup not yet to exceed five millions 
of dollars; but, with its present experi- 
ence, this great association could as well 
expend ten times thatamount. It would 
be possible for it to act as one association, 
and to be recognized as such by the 
Christian world, but for the operation of 
two causes;—the division of nations; 
creating a necessity for American. Eng- 
lish, French and German societies; and 
the prevalence of certain doctrinal pe- 
culiarities, relating to the constitution 
of churches and the ministry,—consist- 
ent, however, with the great evangelical 
basis, of holding Christ the Head. In 
the present state of opinion and feeling 
in Christendom, national and denomina- 
tional societies are inevitable. But there 
is no necessary cause for a further divi- 
sion,—no third cause, yet to be found, 
in the unmanageable size of existing in- 
comes, and existing systems of missions. 
The societies now in operation can all 
accomplish a much greater work, than 
they now do. Let the economy, wisdom, 
energy, and efficiency of the largest pos- 
sible associations be tried; let kindred 
denominations, agreeing substantially in 
the constitutions of their churches and 
ministry, let Christians of the lke faith 
all over a vreat natiun, act together, if 
they can, in a grand and glorious system 
of missionary efforts; and thus each in- 
dividual] Christian have the satisfaction 
of putting his hand to what shall seem 
to nimself a great enterprise; of stand- 
ing in visible beneficial connection with 
many nations, and hundreds of millions 
of the heathen; and of seeing the fruits 
of his own labors, and the special an- 
swers to his Own prayers. so as he can 
never see them in a more limited sphere 
of operation. 


The Churches Able to Furnish More Means. 


In connection with the foregoing document, Dr. 
Pomroy also read a Special Report of the Pru- 
dential Committee, designed to show how a much 
larger sum than is now given by the churches 
can be raised for the support of missions under the 
care of the Board. This Report commences by 
asking the question, ‘‘ How can the Board raise 
$500,000 a year?” and proceeds as follows : 


In answering this question, the Commit- 
tee assume, as they think they are fully 
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warranted to do, that the Board still en- 
joys the confidence of the Christian pub- 
lic as largely as it ever did; that the new 
objects of beneficence which have arisen 
have by no means exhausted the re- 
sources of the churches; and that no 
reason or cause exists why its influence 
should be checked or destroyed. Of the 
reality of these things they have the 
strongest assurance. ‘The evidence, in- 
deed, 18 so manifest and abundant, that 
they deem it quite unnecessary to stop a 
moment either for proof or illustration, 
and will proceed at once to inquire, 
Whether the Christian community is able 
to raise the sum in question for the cause 
of foreign missions. 

That such ability exists will, it is 
thought, be made evident by a few un- 
deniable facts, 

Reckoning the Presbyterian, Reformed 
Dutch and Congregational denomina- 
tions, there are, according to a careful 
estimate recently made, not less than 
three thousand one hundred and forty- 
nine churches ostensibly co-operating 
with the Board, embodying an aggregate 
of three hundred and thirty-five thousand 
members. ‘I'he number of churches and 
cowmunicants, the sums annually con- 
tributed in the several Districts, and the 
average amount to each member, will be 
seen by the following table. The Dis- 
tric's are arranged according to the 
average amount given by each individual, 
beginning with the lowest. 
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Michigan, .... 150) 10,000) §=$3,300; = .33 
North West, ... 250) 10,000] “3,500, 35 
Northern Ohio, . 140) 10,000 4,000) 40 
Cincinnati, .... 200; = 10,000 4,500, 45 
Eastern N. Y.,.. 182) 20,000) 9,000 45 
Northern N. E., . 594 552,000) = 26,000) 50 
New York, ... 337, 54,000) 34,000) —.63 
Western N. Y., . 300° 40,000} 26,000) = .65 
South E. Ohio, .. | 130) 5,000) = 3,500) 70 
Philadelphia,.. . 160} 18,000} = 16,000) 89 
Southern N. E.,.. 264 42,000) 44,000 1.05 
Massachusetts, . 442 64,000} 73,000) 1.14 
| 3,149 335,000]8246,200 








Average to each church, $78 37. 
General average to each member, 74 cents. 


These facts and estimates were fur- 
nished by the District Secretaries in 
their respective fields. In several in- 
stances, as regards the number of 
churches and of members, they were 
obliged to make estimates according to 
their best judgment. The annual con- 
tributions mentioned, they consider a fair 
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average. No allowance is here made for 
those, on the one hand, who contribute 
nothing, which is not less than one-third 
of the whole number, whether of churches 
or of members; nor, on the other, for the 
contributions of Sabbath schools, or of 
those wembers of our congregations, not 
church-members, who are accustomed to 
give cheerfully, and, in not a few in- 
stances, generous!y, to this cause, These 
two classes of items may perhaps balance 
each other. 

All the statements are sufficiently 
exact fur our present purpose. Behold 
then the result: —THREE THOUSAND ONE 
HUNDRED AND FORTY-NINE churches, 
with THREE HUNDRED AND THIRTY-FIVE 
THOUSAND members, giving aunually to 
the great enterprise of foreign missions, 
TWO HUNDRED AND FORTY-SIX THOU- 
SAND EIGHT HUNDRED DOLLARS, being 
an average to each church of sEvENTY- 
EIGHT DOLLARS AND THIRTY-SEVEN 
CENTS, and to each member of sEVENTY- 
Four cents. Three hundred and thirty- 
five thousand members of the body of 
Christ, bought with blood, in covenant 
with God, having a hope full of immor- 
tality, and the glories of an eternal 
heaven before them, giving for the con- 
version of the heathen world, on an 
average, seventy-four cents a year! They 
have food, and raiment,and shelter. Not 
a few of them are clothed in purple and 
fine linen, and fare sumptuously every 
day. Their houses are full of all good 
things. They go to the sanctuary. They 
dedicate their little ones to God. And 
when the sweet message of his love and 
mercy distils upon them as the dew, they 
say, how good, how kind! They have 
pity on the poor “heathen in his blind- 
ness.” They pray God to send forth 
jaborers, and gather in the great harvest 
of the perishing nations. They long to 
see the day of millennial glory. And 
then, in the greatness of their compas- 
sion, and their deep gratitude, they open 
their hearts and hands and Jay on God’s 
altar seventy-four cents a year—two mills 
a day! Is this the measure of their 
ability? Noman, in his senses, will pre- 
tend any such thing. One half cent a day 
from each of these three hundred and thir- 
ty-five thousand members, would pour into 
the treasury more that siz hundred thou- 
sand doilurs a year. Besides, it should 
be remembered, as already stated, that 
there is a large number of generous 
hearted men in our congregations, not 
members of the church, who give regu- 
larly and cheerfully to this cause. Nor 
is it to be forgotten that about eight thou- 
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sand dollars are annually contributed by 
people in foreign countries; that more 
than five thousand dollars a year are 
known to be given by <hildren, and how 
much more we do not know. It is idle 
to waste words on this point. The ability 
of these churches to raise five hundred 
thousand dollars a year for the cause of 
foreign missions, without trenching at 
all upon their contributions to other ob- 
jects, is beyond all question. 

The Committee, therefore, will proceed 
to show, in the next place, how this may 
be done. 

1. Let the children and youth in all 
our Sabbath schools be enlisted. This 
can be done. Itis right, and greatly im- 
portant, that it should be done. At the 
lowest calculation, there cannot be less 
than five hundred thousand children in 
the three dedominations that sustain the 
Board, old enough to be connected with 
Sabbath schools. An average of one 
cent a month from each of them, would 
amount to sixty thousand dollars a year. 
The impulse thus given would increase 
in power, and the second year they 
would advance to eighty or one hundred 
thousand dollars. If pastors, superin- 
tendents and teachers, would interest 
themselves in this matter, give a copy of 
the Youth’s Dayspring to every pupil, 
and encourage contributions for this ob- 
ject, as is already done in many schools, 
the results would surprise every one. 
The penny contributions of children to 
some of the English missionary societies 
constitute a very large item in the sum 
total of their receipts. 

2. Let those churches and individual 
members of churches, who never or very 
rarely indeed, do any thing for this 
cause, come forward, like Christian men 
and Christian women, and do their part, 
and the receipts of the Board will very 
soon be doubled. In regard to some of 
the members here referred to, covelous- 
ness is the grand obstacle. They love 
their money, but they do not love the 
Savior, nor the souls of men. There is 
little hope of their doing any thing for 
this cause, till they are converted. By far 
the largest part, however, probably, do 
nothing because they have so little infor- 
mation on the subject. They read noth- 
ing, no one calls upon them to contribute, 
they hear little or nothing respecting it, 
their sympathies are not enlisted, their 
consciences are not aroused, and the result 
is just what might be expected,—they 
give nothing. But let the darkness and 
wretchedness of the heathen be spread 
out before them ; give them a glimpse of 








the awful doom that awaits all idolaters ; 
let them read and ponder the Journal of 
Missions or the Missionary Herald ; and 
if they are Christians, they will feel that 
they must do something. Only let meas- 
ures be adopted by pastors, churches, 
church sessions, conferences, associa- 
tions, presbyteries, classes, and consocia- 
tions, to bring the subject of foreign 
missious before every church, and every 
church member, and every member of 
the congregations within their limits, at 
least once a year, and with God’s blessing 
the treasury of the Board will very soon 
be full to overflowing. All this, how- 
ever, will require labor—but it is labor 
which can and ought to be performed, 
and the responsibility in the premises 
lies somewhere. 

3. Let the friends of the cause in all 
our congregations who aré accustomed 
to give more or less, at once increase 
their contributions, and if need be, very 
much increase them. The Committee 
are aware, that some contributors, in all 

robability, cannot and ought not to 

ouble their donations ; but nineteen out 
of twenty, perhaps forty-nine out of 
fifty, can do it, without embarrassment, 
and with almost no self-denial. It 
would be better for them to do so, 
better for their families, better for the 
churches, and better for a benighted 
and perishing world. If the gospel 
must be published through the earth, and 
many who call themselves Christians will 
not aid in the work, then they who are 
willing to do their full share, must do the 
more ; and the greater will be their re- 
ward, in the kingdom of heaven. If the 
exigencies of the cause require it, they 
can surely submit toa little self-denial 
for the sake of Him who “though He 
was rich, yet for our sakes became poor.” 
“ Were Christians willing to abridge 
their luxuries and diminish somewhat an 
expenditure, which betrays more of con- 
formity to the world, than it increases 
personal or domestic comfort, and thus 
furnish the means of sending the bread 
of life to the famishing millions of our 
race, nothing almost, that man could do, 
would be more likely to startle and 
rouse a sleeping generation.” This 
would be something new and strange to 
attract the public eye, and to demonstrate 
that the gospel is mightier than human 
selfishness. But how sad the spectacle, 
to behold so many passing down the 
stream of years, clinging to the world, 
and bearing to the judgment seat the 
stain of their brother’s blood,—the blood 
of lost souls. 
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4. There are individuals, in the 
churches, to whom God has intrusted 
wealth, who could, if need be, easily in- 
crease the revenues of the Board to 
five hundred thousand dollars a year. 
They are to be found in Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Cincinnati, and other 
cities and towns in different parts of the 
country. They could give two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars a year to this 
cause, without embarrassment to their 
business, and without the loss of a single 
luxury which they now enjoy. Such an 
act would be a vast blessing to them- 
selves, and their children, and would 
greatly encourage the friends of God 
and man all over the world. It would 
bring glory to the great King, and en- 
hance the bliss of heaven. Christ has 
given to all his friends, the poor not less 
tnan the rich, the right and the privilege 
of being co-workers with him, and God 
forbid that the wealthier portion of the 
flock should ever deprive the poorer of 
this birthright. But when it comes to 
pass that the funds of our benevolent 
institutions are exhausted, and the cause 
of Christ has need, and the calls of God, 
in his providence, are urgent; then, 
surely, is the time for the Christian men 
and women to whom God has given 
much, to inquire, whether they are 
not bound to devise liberal things—to 
give of their abundance, and according 
to their abundance. The property in 
their hands may be regarded as a kind 
of reserved fund for Christianity to fall 
back upon in time of need. And if 
such a time ever existed, in the history 
of the gospel among benighted nations, 
it is certainly now. Wide and effectual 
doors are open and opening on every 
hand. The cries of the perishing, from 
every section of the globe, are waxing 
louder and louder. Help must come 
from some quarter. Men and means 
must ‘be provided. It becomes those 
who are “rich in this world’s goods,” to 
whom also God has given that which 
the riches of the universe cannot buy, 
to consider well what He would have 
them do, in such a day as this. There 
never was a time, probably, since the 
world began, when rich men had it in 
their power to do so much to bless and 
save a lost world; and for this reason, 
there never was a time when wealth 
seemed so valuable and so desirable to 
one who has a heart to do good: 

Let, then, the children and youth in 
all our Sabbath schools be enlisted in 
this good cause ; Jet the churches and in- 
dividual members who have hitherto done 











1850. 


nothing or next to nothing, come up to 
the work and do their full share; let 
those who have been accustomed to give 
even liberally and cheerfully, make ar- 
rangements at once to increase, and if 
need be, very much increase their dona- 
tions; and let the rich stand ready with 
their abundance, to make up all defi- 
ciencies; and the revenues of the Board, 
during the current financial year, cannot 
be less than Five Hunprep THousanp 
Dourars. 

Some, however, may be disposed to in- 
quire, whether the Committee, after all, 
really expect that this will be done. 

In reply, it may be said, that will 
depend on the amount of piety in the 
churches, and the measure in which the 
spirit of Christ shall be shed down upon 
them. If they shall understand the 
wretched condition of the heathen; if 
they shall see and confess their obliga- 
tions to Christ; if they shall be made to 
know His will, and are in truth his friends 
and followers ; may they not be expected 
to do it? Certainly this will be their 
aim. ‘To say otherwise respecting them, 
would be an impeachment of Christianity 
itself. Christ has declared his friends 
and followers to be those “ who do his 
will "—“ who keep his commandments.” 
Spread before the minds of these three 
hundred and thirty five thousand professed 
Christians the darkness and the doom 
of five hundred millions of their kindred 
in tne realms of pagan night; show them 
the command of Christ, in letters of light 
and love, in the closing paragraph of his 
gospel; and who is authorized to say, 
that they wll not obey it—but will act 
like aliens and enemies? If the love of 
Christ be in them, 1t will constrain them. 

The Committee, certainly, do expect a 
very decided advance in the revenues of 
the Beard, during the current financial 
year; and they confidently expect, that, 
at no distant day, its annual receipts will 
not be less than half a million. The 
country is in a state of perhaps unparal- 
leled prosperity. A tide of wealth is 
rolling in upon it. If the Spirit be poured 
upon us from above, what may not be 
expected ? If the members of this Board, 
corporate and honorary, its officers, the 
district secretaries and agents, the pas- 
tors of churches, and all the true-hearted 
friends of this cause, shall do their duty, 
in some good measure, the results that 
will be disclosed at the next annual 
meeting and at each subsequent one, will 
both astonish and delight all the friends 
of God and man who may hear them. 

The true mission of the church of God 
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in this country can hardly be misappre- 
hended. She has been placed on this 
pinnacle of Christian privileges, and 
endowed with this rich inheritance of 
means and facilities for doing good, in 
order that she may be, as her divine 
Lord was, “a light to them that sit in 
darkness.” Qh, if she would stand forth 
in the “ glorious beauty ” which it is her 
privilege to wear, encompassed with the 
radiance of truth and love, proclaiming 
glad tidings, publishing salvation, how 
soon would the darkness be rolled away, 
and the nations acknowledge their Re- 
deemer and their God! It is her high 
honor to blow the trumpet of the ever- 
lasting gospel loud enough and long 
enough to make its thrilling notes heard 
in every quarter of the heathen world. 
If she fulfills her heaven-appointed mian- 
istry, God will bless her, and she shall 
grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Many 
nations will call her blessed. But if she 
falter, and shrink from the toil and self- 
denial of this great enterprise, the day 
will come when her light shall be 
quenched, her sanctuaries defiled, and 
all her pleasant things laid waste. The 
kingdom of heaven will be taken from 
her, and given to another people. 


Afier the reading of these Special Reports, 
several members of the Board took part in an 
animated discussion growing out of the topics 
suggested by them. The correctness of the posi- 
tions taken seemed to be fully admitted by all, 
and a strong hope was expressed, and by some 
of the speakers a decided belief, that the 
churches would, immediately, greatly increase 
their contributions, and furnish the Board with a 
very much larger sum, from year to year, than it 
has hitherto received. 

The Reports were referred to a committee 
consisting of Dr. Beman, Dr. Hopkins, A. G. 
Phelps, Esq., Rev. David Greene, C. M. Lee, 
Esq., Rev. David Malin, George L. Weed, M. D., 
Hon. L. B. Ludlow, Rev. H. Kendall, Rev. Ray 
Palmer, and Judge Taylor. 

This committee subsequently made the follow- 
ing report. 


The importance of the subjects of in- 
quiry embraced in these documents, must 
strike every mind which is at all familiar 
with the missionary work; and few dis- 
cussions have ever been submitted to the 
consideration of this Board, of deeper 
practical interest than these. These in- 
quiries, moreover, are seasonable and 
well-timed. The period has arrived, in 
the history of what we believe to be our 
divinely appointed enterprise, when the 
questions here presented and considered, 








or kindred ones, must be met, and thor- 
oughly examined, and coolly and con- 
scientiously decided, for practical uses 
hereafter. They are questions which 
originate in the natural progress of 
things, and they should be disposed of in 
their proper time and order. 

In looking at the extended operations 
of this Board, at the length and breadth 
and promise of the field already occupied, 
the amount of labor to be performed, the 
number of agencies to be employed and 
kept in constant and living activity, the 
funds to be appropriated amidst conflict- 
ing claims, the pecuniary responsibilities 
to be sustained, and the delicate and 
complicated machinery to be kept in 
motion, by a hundred springs, seen and 
unseen, the inquiry will sometimes very 
naturally occur, Would it not be better 
to commit this onerous task to separate 
organizations, and not force too much 
upon the same hands, nor expect too 
much of the same minds? Would not 
this process simplify the operations, and 
be likely to secure, in all respects, more 
favorable results? Is there not danger 
that the whole system may break down 
under its own weight, and prove a fail- 
ure under the superabundance of its own 
prosperity ? 

Your committee deem these inquiries 
correctly and definitively settled by the 
report, on this subject, put into their 
hands. Its arguments need not be re- 
peated here. It has been read to this 
Board, and, no doubt with decisive ef- 
fect. It is hardly necessary for your 
committee to endorse its sentiments, for 
they have long since been endorsed by 
universal experience. Its reasonings 
are sustained by a sound philosophy, its 
positions are acted upon in all the great 
mercantile and manvfacturing establish- 
ments of our world. In the judgment of 
your committee, our present system is 
not only working well, but is capable of 
using safely and economically much 
arger funds than have yet been com- 
mitted to this Board, and of scattering 
spiritual blessings over a much broader 
field than we. has yet permitted 
them to occupy. The public mind will 
be at rest on this subject, when the docu- 
ment in question is printed and read by 
our churches. 

The other report, put into the hands of 
oy committee, presents an old subject, 

ut one which will lose nothing of its 
importance or interest while an inch of 
human territory remains to be subdued 
to the sceptre of the Son of God. Can 
the annual receipts of this Board be ma- 
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terially increased, and what measures 
should be adopted for this purpose, are 
the questions discussed in this paper. 
The statistics and reasonings embodied 
in this report, prove most conclusively, 
that the cause of foreign missions has 
not yet taken that deep hold on the heart 
of the church which must be secured 
before the bright day of promise can 
come. The spirit of liberaiity in giving, 
with many noble exceptions to be sure, 
lingers far behind some other things 
which have an intimate connection with 
the regeneration of our world. The 
money power, according to the present 
order of things, must be brought up to 
our help, or our progress must be re- 
tarded, and that too within a very limited 
period. Our clear morning will be fol- 
lowed by a faint or hazy noon, and that 
will be succeeded by a sad decline. 
And shall the magnificence of this enter- 
prise be retarded for the want of a little 
money? Let the rich men in the church 
of Christ, answer this question. Let 
poor believers, “rich in faith,” and used 
to self-denials, settle this point. Let the 
ministers at the altar, and the entire 
church of God, and this great republic, 
whose honor and prosperity are intimate- 
ly blended with such a work as this, and 
which is favored above all nations under 
the broad canopy of the heavens, solve 
these inquiries. Jt is but little we want. 
Our mark would be that of the report, 
$500.000 for the current year. And 
this sum could be raised in a few days, 
for a railway, or a line of steamers. It 
would be deemed a trifling sum for the 
prosecution of any great worldly scheme. 
If “the children of this world are wiser 
in their generation than the children of 
light,” let it not be said that they have 
more faith in their proposed ends, or 
more liberality in their outlays to com- 
pass them. “ They do it to obtain a cor- 
ruptible crown, we an incorruptible.” 

Your committee forbear to recommend 
any particular system of means by which 
the sum proposed may be secured, be- 
cause they are well aware that the same 
measures would not work equally well in 
all places. These may be safely left 
with the ministers and churches. But 
certain ends or objects should be aimed 
at and secured, by all, and every-where. 
And if these are kept in view, we can 
hardly fail of securing from the Christian 
community, in this land, the sum which 
has been named. 

The leading principle should be this,— 
to reach, if possible, every individual in 
the churches and congregations which 
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sustain any connection with this Board. 
Not one should be overlooked. And in 
rosecuting this object, let the principle 
e carried out in some such details as 
these : 

Let every member of the church be 
urged, as a matter of duty and conscience, 
to give something,—the rich abundantly, 
the poor liberally : 

Let the missionary work be laid before 
the minds of those who are not profes- 
sors, but who think the gospel] true, and 
its influences always benign, and much 
more may be received from this source 
than has been obtained heretofore. We 
mean, let this application be made speci- 
fically and personally, and liberal minds 
and generous hands will help us more 
than ever: 

Let all the children in our familes and 
Sabbath schools be well instructed in 
the most interesting details of the mis- 
sionary work, and especially in those 
which respect the native condition, 
and the education and attainments of 
heathen children in mission schools, and 
their little hearts will melt, and their 
little hands will help us: 

And above all,—and though “ last, not 
least,”—commission those “ women who 
have” always “ helped us in the gospel ” 
to do a work for us that nobody else can 
do. Let the redeemed female communi- 
ty think of the condition of their sex 
under the dense and overhanging shades 
of paganism,—of mothers, wives, daugh- 
ters, sisters, in their deep degradation, 
and they must feel, and they will act. 
And, with all these agencies and influ- 
ences at work, we need not ask the Lord 
to make windows in heaven, and send 
down the wished-for treasure,—the earth 
shall give up her wealth, and the sum of 
$500,000 shall be the product of the 
next annual harvest, when we again 
come together, “bringing our sheaves 
with us:” and this money, the giving of 
which shall make no one the poorer, shall, 
in the hands of this Board, and by the 
special influence of God the Spirit, make 
glad this poor, dying world. 


Letter from Armenian Pastors. 

Dr. Anderson communicated a translation of a 
letter from a meeting of the evangelical Arme- 
nian pastors, addressed to the Board ; and it was 
voted that the Secretaries be instructed to return 
an answer to the letter. 


New Members and Officers. 
A committee on new members and officers was 


appointed, consisting of Hon. A. D. Foster, Dr. 
Goodrich, Hon. William J. Hubbard, Judge 
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Taylor, Dr. Magie, Rev. Harvey Coe, and Rev. 
Silas Aiken. This committee recommended that 
the following persons be elected as Corporate 
Members of the Board, and they were duly 
elected. 

Hon. William T. Eustis, Boston, Ms. 

Hon. John Aiken, Andover, Ms. 

Jobn Kingsbury, Esq., Providence, R. I. 

Robert W. Condit, D. D., Oswego, N. Y. 

The committee also recommended the re- 

election of the former officers of the Board, with 
the exception of two members of the Prudential 
Committee, Hon. Samuel T. Armstrong, de- 
ceased, and William W. Stone, Esq, who has 
removed to New York. ‘To fill these vacancies 
the committee nominated Hon. William T. 
Eustis, of Boston, and Hon. John Aiken, of 
Andover. ‘The officers nominated were then 
elected by ballot, for the ensuing year, and are 
as follows: 
THEODORE FRELINGHUYSEN, LL. D., Presi- 

dent. 
Tuomas S. Wituiams, LL. D., Vice President. 


Hon. Wituiam J. Hupsparp, 
Crar es Sropparp, Esq., 
Joun Tappan, Esq, 
NeHeEMIAH Apams, D. D., 
Rev. Aucustus C. 'THompson, 
Hon. WituiamM T. Eustis, 


Hon. Joun AIKEN, 
Prudential Committee. 


Rurus Anperson, D. D., 
Rev. Sean B. TREAT, 
Swan L. Pomroy, D. D., 
Secretaries for Correspondence. 
Samuet M. Worcrster, D. D., Recording 
Secretary. 
Henry Hit, Esq., Treasurer. 


Mosegs L. Hace, Esq., . 
Hon. Samvet I. Witzey, ¢ Auditors. 


Resignation of Dr. Alexander. 


A communication was read from Rev. A. 
Alexander, D. D., of Princeton, N. J., stating 
that his advanced age and professional duties, 
rendered it inconvenient for him to attend the 
annual meetings of the Board. For this reason, 
and also because he had been appointed Presi- 
dent of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign -Mis- 
sions, he tendered his resignation as a Corporate 
Member of this Board. His resignation was 
accepted. 


Place and Preacher for the next Meeting. 

A committee was appointed to designate the 
place and preacher for the next annual meeting, 
consisting of Dr. Cummings, Dr. Taylor, Henry 
Hill, Esq , A. G. Phelps, Esq, Dr. Magie, Rev. 
C. Eddy, and Horace Holden, Esq. This com- 
mittee made a report, recommending the city of 
Portland, Maine, as the place of the next annual 
meeting, and Rev. David H. Riddle, D. D., of 
Pittsburg, Pa., as the preacher, and Rev. Erskine 
Mason, D. D., of New York, as his substitute. 








344 


They recommended, also, that Rev. Messrs. 
Chickering, Dwight, Carruthers, and Cummings, 
with deacons Cutter, Storer, Oxnard, Swan, and 
Gould, be the committee of arrangements. The 
report was adopted. 


Resolutions. 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Board be pre- 
sented to the Kev. Dr. Storrs, for his sermon 
delivered before the Board, Tuesday evening ; 
and that he be requested to furnish a copy tor 
publication. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be 
tendered to the numerous families of different de- 
nominations in the city of Oswego, for their liberal 
hospitality, and the truly Christian kindness in 
which the members of the Board have so largely 
shared during the preseut week. 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this Board be 
presented to the First and Second Presbyterian 
churches and congregations in Oswego, for the 
use of their respective houses of worship, at this 
annual meeting ; and also to the choir of singers 
for their very acceptable services. 

Resolved, That the thauks of the Board be 
— to the Directors of the Syracuse and 

wego Kail-Road, and of other Rail-Road 
Companies east of Syracuse, and to those pro- 

rietors of steamboats who have reduced the 
are of persons who wished to attend our annual 
meeting. 

Devotional Services. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Dr. 
Beman, and at the opening sessions of the fol- 
lowing days prayer was offered by Dr. Wisner, 
Dr. Humphrey and Dr. Bond. The concluding 
prayer was offered by Dr. R. W. Condit. ‘The 
Board also united in prayer, with different indi- 


viduals, at several times during the progress of 


the meeting ; and during the Jast hour of Thurs- 
day forenoon, business was suspended for a season 
of devotional exercises, during which an address 
was made by Rev. Leon Pilatte, of Paris, 
France. 

The annual sermon was delivered on Tuesday 
evening, by Dr. Storrs ; the introductory prayer 
having been offered by Dr. Magie. 

On Wednesday and Thursday evenings, meet- 
ings were held simultaneously in the First and 
Second Presbyterian churches, to accommodate 
the large number of persons who desired to attend 
At these meetings, in connection with devotional 
exercises, addresses were delivered by different 
returned missionaries and other persons. 

On Thursday afternoon the members of the 
Board united with a large number of Christians 
of different denominations, in commemorating 
the death of their common Lord in the ordinance 
of the Supper, in the First and Second Presby- 
terian churches. The services in the First chirch 
were conducted by Dr. M. Hopkins and Dr. N. 
Adams, and those in the Second church by Dr. 
Beman and Dr. B. C. Taylor. 

Afier attending to some business on Friday 
morning, the remainder of the session was spent 
in devotional services, during which Rev. Mr. 
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Stoddard, of the Nestorian mission, and Rev. 
Mr Poor, of the Ceylon mission, made addresses 
in behalf of themselves and other brethren, affec- 
tionately taking leave of the Board, in expecta- 
tion of returning to their respective fields of la- 
bor before the next annual meeting. Addresses 
were also made by Dr. Adams, of Boston, in 
behalf of the Prudential Committee, and by 
Dr. R. W. Condit, in behalf of the people of 
Oswego. 
Adjournment. 

The Board adjourned to meet at Portland, 
Maine, on the Tuesday preceding the second 
Wednesday of September, 1851, at four o’clock 
in the afternvon. 


Concluding Remarks. 


Thus has passed another of those annual meet- 
ings of the Board which bring together so large a 
number of the friends of missions, and excite so 
deep an interest in the minds of many who wait 
for the salvation of God among the nations of the 
earth. The number of corporate and bvnorary 
members present was not as large as ou some 
former occasions; but the house in which the 
business meetings were held was uniformly filled, 
and had more been present from a distance, 
fewer of the friends of the cause at Oswego and 
the vicinity could have enjoyed the privileges of 
the meeting. It was good to be there. Nothing 
occurred to disturb the delightful harmony with 
which all minds contemplated the great work of 
preaching the gospel to the world, and all hearts, 
it may be hoped, felt something of the constrain- 
ing influence of the love of Christ. The closing 
meeting, of Friday morning, especially, will long 
be remembered as a season of much religious 
profit as well as of high enjoyment. 

But though all present seemed to be of one 
heart and one mind, so that the meeting was in- 
deed harmonious and good, many will feel a de- 
gree of painful emotion as they notice that still 
the great question connected with the prosecution 
of the missionary work seems to be this,—How 
shall means be procured for its more vigorous 
prosecution? All agree that more can be done. 
All agree that more should be done. All see 
that the openings abroad are many, and that the 
facilities now given to the church, in the good 
providence of God, for sending the gospel to 
every people, and bringing the whole human 
family under the influence of the truth, are very 
great. And yet, from year to year, the amount 
contributed to the cause, and the number of la- 
borers abroad, continues very much the same. 
It cannot be believed that it will always be so; 
and many will be united in the hope and the 
prayer, that the proceedings of this meeting may 
do much to occasion in the churches that decided 
increase of feeling, prayer and effort, which all 
desire to see. 
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INTELLIGENCE FROM THE MISSIONS. 


Pub-ecdau. 


LETTER FROM MR. BALDWIN, APRIL 30, 
1850. 


Appeal for Men and Means. 


Wray a short period, many urgent appeals 
have been received from missionaries in different 
portions of the heathen world, for an onward move- 
ment in the work of missions, in their own fields 
respectively. The Prudential Committee of the 
Board, and the Christian public also, though not 
to the same extent, have been long accustomed 
to receive such appeals. It is well understood, 
that in nearly, if not quite, every missionary 
field, the laborers on the ground are deeply im- 
pressed with the fact that only a very small part 
of what ought to be done at once, is being done ; 
that the work languishes, is delayed and crippled 
by the indifference of Christians, while the indi- 
cations of Providence seem plainly and impera- 
tively to demand energetic action and mang la- 
borers. But now, it would seem as if one com- 
mon impulse had prompted missionary laborers 
throughout the world, at the same time, to make 
at least one more presentation of the wants of 
their respective fields, and one more call upon the 
churches to leave that position in which, for sev- 
eral years, they have been so nearly stationary in 
their missionary zeal and efforts, and to advance. 
May results prove that this common impulse has 
been the prompting of the Spirit of the Lord; 
and that the calls thus made, dre among the 
means by which God designs to arouse the 
churches to a deeper sense of their responsibility, 
and to excite them to more liberal and more earu- 
est effort. The Herald for August contains a 
letter from Mr. Wilder, of the Ahmednuggur 
mission, indicating encouragements and necessi- 
ties in that field; asking, “ Where is the 
strength ; where are the men?” and appealing 
to young men to go abroad. In the September 
Herald, are extracts from a letter from Mr. Muzzy 
of Madura, in which he urges the importance of 
occupying new ground, and having more laborers, 
in that part of India; and also brief extracts 
from Mr. Williams at Canton, adding another to 
the many requests sent from Canton for help. In 
this number, are presented like calls from other 
portions of the field, which is the world; and, 
were there room, still other calls might be pre- 
sented. Mr. Baldwin writes as follows : 


We do most earnestly appeal, through 
the Committee, to our churches, for more 





missionaries and more means to carry on 
this work ; and we do it in the most sol- 
emn manner, believing that the highest 
of all interests are at stake. It lies with 
the church at the present day, as God’s 
instrument, to shape the destinies of this 
perishing people. We cannot, it is true, 
appeal to the church as missions long 
established are obliged to do. We can- 
not reach forth our hands from the depths, 
and cry in deep anxiety of soul, “We 
sink under our burdens; our fellow-labor- 
ers are cut down at our side; our flocks 
famish; send us men.” We each have 
a burden also, in many respects great ; 
but we do not yet feel the crushing 
weight of burdens that once belonged to 
others. Our earnest plea is, that for the 
sake of this noble cause, we may not 
soon be called to feel it. We found our 
argument in this;—through want of 
men much vantage ground is often lost, 
the streams of salvation are checked, 
and dearth is spread on every hand. No 
one can estimate the loss, save that One 
who takes in at a glance the whole train 
of causes and effects. We beseech our 
brethren in Christian America to act in 
time. If we are constantly strengthened 
by the addition of new laborers, we are 
comparatively safe. Men of the world 
understand the principle and thoroughly 
apply it. Why not be wise, as the chil- 
dren of this world are in their genera- 
tion. 


Difficulties of the Field. 


Slothful Christians may feel that reasons which 
are here presented for more effort at Fuh-chau, 
are rather reasons for discouragement, and less 
effort. But not so will feel the Christian who 
has given himself to Christ, feeling the greatness 
of the work which must be done for the building 
up of his kingdom, and fully counting the cost of 
the Christian warfare. 


But facts strengthen our plea. We 
now state one, which is very plain and 
undeniable. Whatever mey be said to 
the contrary, this dialect is exceedingly 
difficult, and several years must pass 
away before the learner will be thor- 
oughly prepared for his work. It is one 
thing te say that we make rapid progress, 
and quite a different thing to say that 
we experience no difficulty in making 
ourselves understood. There is prob- 
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ably no language on the face of the 
earth as difficult as the Chinese; and 
we feel, most deeply, that the church 
must comprehend this difficulty, and act 
accordingly, if she would accomplish 
her end in the regeneration of this peo- 
ple. She has undertaken the work; it 
is too late to recede; she must not, she 
dare not, oh! she will not give it up. 
We say to the church at home, Send 
us men every year. We need a constant 
accession of laborers, that some may be 
always in a state of preparation to keep 
the ground that we gain for the Lord, 
and make inroads into the dense dark- 
ness that envelops us. China is to try 
the faith of God’s people. Let them not 
shrink. 

This leads us to mention, distinctly, 
another fact, precisely as we have seen 
it with our own eyes. We know that 
the people do not love us or our mes- 
sage. Many will not listen to us more 
than for a moment. They often enter 
our chapels, sometimes by units only, 
and soon ascertaining that we are ona 
crusade against sin and idolatry, and that 
we can give them no money for consent- 
ing to be saved, they turn away in con- 
tempt and leave us almost alone. It is 
well for Christians to look such facts di- 
rectly in the face, and then in the strength 
of the Lord, say “ We will go forward.” 
Here is the very reason of reasons for 
doing so. Wecan have no better one, 
for this evidently leads us to God’s glory 
as our great aim. Let the church then 
occupy as many posts as possible here. 
We must spread among this people ; we 
must hem them in on every side, so that 
they cannot escape the gospel net. O 
for missionaries imbued with Christ’s 
spirit, to give this people the balm of 
life. In proportion to their hatred and 
opposition, in proportion to the virulence 
of their diseases, are the strength and 
urgency of our plea. 


Importance and Advantages of the Field. 


We may urge too, as we have often 
done before, the importance of this field. 
We mean not to undervalue other points 
of labor,—they certainly have their ad- 
vantages,—but we do earnestly desire to 
make a strong impression in favor of 
this field also. It is an ample one, and 
yet lies close about us. It is a great 
unit enclosed in a circle. Tens and 
hundreds of thousands dwell in this val- 
ley ; and yet the missionary, if he wishes 
to itinerate, can do so, as it were, under 
the shadow of his own dwelling. Then 
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again, the field is a new one; we do not 
enter into other men’s labors. With the 
apostle we may say, “So have I strived 
to preach the gospel, not where Christ 
was named, lest 1 should build upon 
another man’s foundation; but, as it is 
written, To whom he was not spoken of, 
they shall see; and they that have not 
heard shall understand.” Thus it is for 
the church of the present day to enter in 
and possess this great valley for Christ ; 
and then shal] these hills send back the 
echo of a hymn of praise. The feeble- 
ness, too, of the force here, is an addi- 
tional argument. Other missionary so- 
cieties have as yet sent but few laborers, 
and hence the louder and more importu- 
nate call upon our own churches to put 
their hands to this great work. They 
should be ‘ very jealous for the Lord God 
of hosts.’ 

But there is still another fact which 
renders this field an exceedingly inter- 
esting one; we mean its seclusion. 
Every one knows the tide of evil which 
follows in the track of foreign trade, 
where gain, not the gospel, is the end. 
This tide we have not to stem in that 
full strength which it possesses’in many 
other missionary posts. Surely this is a 
strong argument in favor of an imme- 
diate pre-occupation of the valley for 
Christ. We urge it with all our souls 
upon the attention of Christians. And 
we approach young ministers and candi- 
dates for the ministry with our plea. 
Here, we say, is an ample and interesting 
field for the consecration of all your 
powers to Christ. Come; we will re- 
ceive you with open arms and with glad 
hearts. 














Amon. 
LETTER FROM MR. DOTY, May 14, 1850. 


THE closing part of the following letter, in 
which mention is made of six individuals at 
Amoy, who wished to be numbered among the 
avowed followers of Christ, was published in the 
Herald for September, with other items of recent 
intelligence. It was then stated that the appeal 
for helpers, which the letter contained, would be 
published ; and it is given here, in connection 
with the preceding like appeal from Fuh-chau. 
The first part of the letter, pointing to encoura- 
ging changes at Amoy, very appropriately intro- 
duces the appeal. 


Favorable Changes. 


Tokens of the favor of our blessed 
Master are still our comfort and encour- 
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agement. “Lo, I am with you,” is a 
promise which should make the heart of 
every missionary bold and joyful in his 
God under all circumstances, however 
discouraging to the eye of sense, how- 
ever apparently adverse to the great in- 
terests of man’s salvation. Much more 
should his servants be cheered and en- 
couraged when the Lord is giving token 
upon token of his presence and approba- 
tion. 

Such I do feel to be our own case. 
The Master has not left himself without 
witness that he is faithful to his promise. 
How much has he done in this place, 
through the feeble and imperfect instru- 
mentality of a few of his servants, in 
the course of a few years of missionary 
labor in Amoy. <A great change has 
truly been wrought. Our present cir- 
cumstances are marvellously different 
from those of the beloved brethren who 
first spoke the word of life to this people. 
Near the Ist of March, 1842, our much 
loved Abeel, in the strength of faith and 
prayer, entered this field and took pos- 
session for the Lord. Then, his only 
source of courage and comfort was the 
naked promises of God. Among this 
people there was not one to welcome 
him as an ambassador of Christ; not an 
individual who knew enough of the gos- 
pel, or felt enough of its power, to shake 
his confidence in his superstitious idola- 
try. Darkness covered the land and 
gross darkness the people ; into the midst 
of which, scarcely a single ray of heav- 
enly light had ever penetrated. Whether 
the missionary would soon be allowed to 
enter upon, and safely to prosecute, his 
work of mercy and labor of love in the 
city of Amoy, was then regarded as a 
matter of experiment, involving consid- 
erable doubt if not hazard. True, very 
soon after the arrival of our missionary 
pioneers, a few began to listen to their 
instructions and to attend religious ser- 
vices, on the island of Kolongsu. But 
then, even a quiet private visit to this 
city, under the guidance of a friendly 
man of influence, without encountering 
serious molestation, was regarded as a 
signal mercy. It was nearly two years 
before the renting of the first building, 
exclusively for missionary purposes, was 
effected. This was attended by no small 
difficulty, on account of the fear of the 
Chinese to have any thing to do with 
foreigners. In this building was begun, 
in Amoy proper, the work of healing the 
diseased in body, and of pointing heart- 
diseased sinners to the only physician of 
souls, As late as 1844, and the early 
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part of 1845, it was still deemed impru- 
dent for foreign females to appear in the 
streets, and scarcely less so to pass even 
in a closed sedan chair. But this day of 
doubts and fears has passed, we believe 
never again to return. True, in our mis- 
sionary work here, it is still a day of 
comparatively small things. This, how- 
ever, is so only for the want of men and 
means to branch out, and attempt greater 
things. Now, the very landlord who, 
with fear and trembling, closed the bar- 
gain to rent the first dwelling to mis- 
sionaries, is ever on the look-out to ascer- 
tain if he may not have the opportunity 
to rent other buildings to them. Not 
only, now, can the missionary perambu- 
late the length and breadth of Amoy 
without molestation or annoyance, every- 
where meeting with friendly salutations 
in the streets, or a welcome in the house, 
but foreign females may do the same, 
unattended by protectors ; and wherever 
they go will meet with even a more 
hearty welcome, by Chinese females. 
Instead of being confined, in our religious 
services, to a small private apartment, or 
an ill-ventilated, dark and damp room, in 
the outskirts of the city, we now have a 
pleasant church edifice, located in a pub- 
lic and central position, in the midst of 
a dense population. This is the constant 
resort of some who regard the place as 
the house of God and the gate to heaven; 
while many others are seemingly forming 
that local attachment to the place which 
has so strong a hold on the minds of 
multitudes in Christian lands towards 
the place of public worship, even though 
they make no profession of the religion 
of the great Head of the church. Al- 
though the missionary still finds himself 
placed in the midst of deep moral dark- 
ness, it is no longer uncheered by any 
ray of heavenly light. ‘There are glim- 
merings of approaching day. There are 
a few, the first fruits of the faith, prayers 
and labors of the departed, who stand 
forth as shining lights in the midst of a 
still wicked and idolatrous generation. 
The table of the Lord is now statedly 
spread, and some of the redeemed family 
are found here to unite in commemora- 
ting a Savior’s love. Meetings for 
prayer and praise are held, where the 
mingled voices are heard, of those only, 
who, a few years since, had never em- 
ployed those voices in religious worship, 
except before their idol shrines. 

Thus has the Lord changed the day 
of fear and trembling and anxiety, to one 
of confident rejoicing. In these ends of 
the world he has been with us. Bless- 
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ings large, even abundant in comparison 
with the smallness of the means, and the 
feebleness of the instrumentality em- 
ployed, have rejoiced our hearts. Nor 
is his hand yetstayed. Mercy drops are 
still visiting and cheering us. Converts, 
the monuments of sovereign grace, are 
being increased. Just now applications 
are before me for baptism by those who 
give pleasing evidence of the work of 
the Holy Spirit on their hearts. Two 
others have just been accepted by the 
brethren of the London Society. 


Call for More Laborers. 


With the circumstances referred to in the fol- 
lowing portions of this letter the reader is ac- 
quainted. Mr. Talmage, of this mission, it will 
be remeinbered, sailed from New York, on his 
return, in March last; and was therefore on bis 
way, as Mr. Doty supposed, while he was writ- 
ing ; but he went accompanied by no new mis- 
sionary for Amoy. 


But why is it, that in this so wide, so 
open and so promising field, where, from 
the first, the providential dealings of the 
Master have indicated his will that we 
should press forward and occupy the 
whole,—why is ic that at this time we 
have, in all Amoy, only two public places 
for preaching the gospel? It is not on 
account of difficulty in securing desirable 
positions. I[t is not that the two places 
now occupied afford means of grace 
adequate for all who would avail them- 
selves of such privileges. But it is be- 
cause no man will come to our help. 
Multitudes are perishing for lack of vis- 
ion, ignorant, it is true, of their danger; 
and who, hence, have no desire for sal- 
vation ; and there are none to go to them 
and tell them of that danger and the only 
remedy. ‘The blessings which have at- 
tended past efforts have increased the 
necessity for greater efforts. Yet what 
is our present position as regards instru- 
iwnental force? The time has been when, 
from American churches, we numbered 
six missionaries and missionary physi- 
cians together on the ground. Now, 
only one. Of those six, three rest from 
their labors, and two have returned to 
their native land. Others, it is true, 
have entered on the work here, since the 
time to which I refer, but they also have 
been compelled to withdraw; though of 
these, I fondly hope one is now on his 
return to this home of his choice and 
sphere of his toil. Whether he comes 
alone, or accompanied by fellow-laborers 
we have not heard.. What is here 
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needed is a great increase of men, 
full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. 
We should not be put off with two or 
three. 

And now what effect should this state 
of things produce among those who love 
the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ? 
While they thank God for the blessings 
he has given, should they fold their arms 
as if nothing more was to be done? 
The idea is too unchristian to be in- 
dulged by any one; and yet, by the ac- 
tion, or rather inaction of the churches, 
has not such an idea been, in some 
measure, exhibited? Why is it that 
breaches made by death, are breaches 
still? Why is it that, as success has 
crowned our feeble efforts, and our work 
has increased in proportion to that suc- 
cess, the number of laborers has been 
suffered to decrease one by one, until, 
for more than a year past, one only, as 
the representative of the whole Ameri- 
can church, has been on the ground? 
O church of the living God, redeemed 
by his own blood, and commanded to arise 
and shine, that the Gentiles may come to 
thy light and kings to the brightness of 
thy rising, wherefore is it thus with us 
here? And you, brethren in the bonds 
of the gospel, who have accepted the 
Master’s commission, “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature,” and who, by virtue of this 
commission, are seeking to exercise the 
office of spiritual husbandmen, why is it, 
that rather than come to our aid, you will 
suffer this harvest to perish ungathered ? 
The Master says to you, go, and we can- 
not but cry to you, come. ‘There are a 
few praying ones here, and, under a bur- 
dened sense of the need of a great in- 
crease of laborers, they are daily crying 
to the Lord of the harvest to constrain 
you. And what, suppose you, would be 
the voice of the cry of these perishing 
heathen, did they realize the ruin of 
their souls, and their approaching wo, 
and know that, by the Savior of sinners, 
you had been commissioned to show 
them a way of escape? Brethren, 
would not their cry be such as would 
reach your inmost souls, and awaken all 
your feelings of pity, and arouse you to 
willing, earnest and self-denying effort 
for their rescue? But is their case less 
alarming because they know it not? Is 
your duty less imperative, because you 
hear not the cry of agonizing despair 
calling you to come to the rescue ? 

May the Lord awaken his church to 
earnest prayer, and to liberal, untiring 
efforts, to sustain the great work of car- 
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rying out, to a glorious consummation, 
the designs of redeeming jove towards 
this sin-stricken world. And may he 
also constrain many to become the mes- 
sengers of the churches, and his ambas- 
sadors to the heathen, who will feel it to 
be a distinguishing grace, that they are 
called to make known the riches of Christ, 
among the Gentiles. 








Bombay. 
LETTER FROM MR. HUME, JUNE 22, 1850. 


Yet Another Call for Laborers. 


Tue following communication from Mr. Hume 
is long, but it is filled with important information 
in regard to the different classes of the popula- 
tion of Bombay and Western India ;—informa- 
tion in regard te those circumstances upon which 
the call for an increase of missionary effort at 
Bombay is based. The letter should be spread 
before the public in connection with the preceding 
calls from other fields, for a like increase of effort 
in those fields. Young men in our theological 
institutions and our colleges, pastors of our 
churches and the churches themselves, should 
have the facts before them, that, in view of the 
facts, they may decide whether the many calls 
thus coming to us from abroad, are, or are not, 
calls of God upon us, and whether they shall, or 
shall not be met,—whether means and men shall 
or shall not be furnished, to enter the doors 
which are opened, and to carry the work of mis- 
sions rapidly forward. They must decide; may 
they do it in the fear of God. 

In the introduction to his letter, Mr. Hume 
mentions that, according to the recent census, the 
population of Bombay is 556,000; of which 
297,000 are Hindoos, speaking the Mahratta and 
Gujarathé languages, and 124,000 are Moham- 
medans. 


Missionaries needed for the Moham- 
medans. 


The missionaries in Bombay have, 
from the first, directed their attention 
chiefly to the Mahratta people, who are 
more numerous and, on the whole, more 
accessible, than any other. But even for 
them the number of laborers is lamenta- 
bly small. And for the other classes 
of the population, much less even has 
been done ; so little, indeed, that it would 
be unreasonable to look for any very 
marked results. 

Next to the Hindoos, the Mohamme- 
dans are here the most numerous class, 
In Bombay, they number 124,000, and 
they are more or less numerous through- 
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out all Western India. In Ahmednuggur, 
they constitute about one-fourth of the 
population; and the same is true of 
many of the larger towns and villages, 
gy! those on the coast. Bombay, 
too, is the port through which most of 
the Indian Mohammedans on their 
way to and from Mecca; ships, and even 
steam vessels, being often c red for 
the sole use of the pilgrims. There is 
an increasing intercourse with Southern 
Arabia and Persia; and Bombay seems 
likely, for a long time to come, to be the 
chief commercial mart of those coun- 
tries. Persians and Arabs, in consider- 
able numbers, are now found residing 
here, most of whom, after a longer or 
shorter period, return to the land of their 
birth. Of late, books are becoming an 
important article of commerce ; copies 
of the Koran, and works on religion, med- 
icine, &c., being printed here for sale in 
those countries. Thus Bombay is the 
centre of influence for an important part 
of the Mohammedan world. 

The Mohammedans of Western India 
are by no means a literary people. Still 
a large part of them are able to read. 
Schools every-where exist among them ; 
but reading, writing, and a little arith- 
metic, are the only studies. Many are 
able to read the Koran, but few under- 
stand the language in which it is written. 
They are generally very ignorant in re- 
gard to the facts and doctrines of their 
religion, while many foolish, marvelous 
traditions and opinions, are current 
among them. Their views perhaps sus- 
tain about the same relation to the Koran 
that those of Roman Catholics do to the 
Bible. 

The Mohammedans of Bombay, and 
other parts of Western India, are a spir- 
ited, energetic people. They have much 
more courage than the Hindoos, are 
much less mild and gentle, and much 
less disposed to adopt European customs 
and opinions. It is seldom that a Mo- 
hammedan learns the English language, 
while Hindoos and Parsees are eager to 
study English whenever circumstances 
permit. The Mohammedans, however, 
are perhaps as ready to converse on the 
subject of religion as any other class of 
the population. They are also ready to 
any = a — is = 
open door for preaching the 
coke them, and we have long felt that 
more direct and active efforts should be 
put forth for their spiritual good. They 
constitute a distinct field for missionary 
operations, and missionaries should be 
set apart to labor especially among them. 
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They have generally, but an imperfect 
knowledge of Mahratta, while there are 
none to preach to them in their own lan- 

, and none to prepare books in that 
eu suited to their peculiar circum- 
stances and wants. Our earnest, united 
request, therefore, is that two missiona- 
ries may be sent to labor among the Mo- 
pusescee, Oa population of Western India. 

We are well aware that Moham- 
medans, wherever found, constitute a 
difficult, and, hitherto a comparatively 
unfruitful field. They are every-where 
noted for intolerance, self-righteousness, 
and blind, unreasoning confidence in 
their own system. They regard them- 
selves as God’s peculiar people, and look 
with feelings of hatred and contempt 
upon all opposing religions. 

And shall no efforts then be made for 
the conversion of Mohammedans? 
Shall we be content to leave the followers 
of the false prophet to perish in their 

ride and unbelief? No, surely. Mo- 

ammedans, as well as the heathen, have 
been given to Christ for his inheritance ; 
and for their conversion the church of 
Christ must labor and pray. 


Bombay the Place for Effort—Moham- 
medans Accessible. 


And if any thing is to be attempted 
for the spiritual welfare of Mohammed- 
ans, then perhaps there is no point more 
open for missionary operations than 
Bombay. Few cities contain a Moham- 
medan population of 124,000 souls. 
And in no place are they more accessible 
than here. In no place can Moham- 
medanism be assailed under more favor- 
able circumstances, To us it appears 
that Bombay is pre-eminently the point 
from which efforts for the overthrow of 
Mohammedanism and the spread of the 
gospel among that people, should be vig- 
orously sustained. The reasons for this 
opinion are briefly as follows. 

1. The door for preaching the gospel 
to Mohammedans in Mohammedan coun- 
tries, is, as yet, almost entirely closed. 
Missionaries in Turkey and Persia, who 
labor among. the nominally Christian 
sects, are allowed to pursue their work 
without molestation. They may preach 
and print as they please, so long as they 
refrain from attacks on Mohammedanism. 
But let them go forth proclaiming that 
Mohammed was an impostor; let them 
call on the people to renounce their reli- 
gion and trust in Jesus of Nazareth ; let 
them print books exposing the falsity of 
Mohammedanism and the necessity of 
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faith in Christ in order to salvation ; and 
they would at once be visited with a re- 
sistless storm of indignation. The pop- 
ular feeling would soon put an end to 
their labors, if not indeed to their lives. 
The report that Christian missionaries 
had baptized two or three converts from 
Mohammedanism would rouse the wrath 
of a whole city, so that the Government, 
even if disposed, would be unable to 
protect them from violence while pursu- 
ing their evangelistic labors. The lives 
of theconverts too would be endangered, 
even were the Government to favor free 
toleration of opinion. Your missionaries 
in Syria and Persia, if we mistake not, 
have never printed any tracts on the sub- 
ject of the Mohammedan religion; nor 
do they, to any great extent, labor for 
the conversion of the Mohammedan pop- 
ulation. They are, of necessity, mission- 
aries, almost exclusively, to the oriental 
Christian sects. 

In India, the circumstances of Moham- 
medans are widely different from what 
they are in the countries just referred to. 
Here they are destitute of power. They 
are a conquered people; their pride has 
been humbled ; their spirit of intolerance 
has been in a measure subdued. So- 
cially, intellectually, and indeed in most 
other respects, Christians here occupy a 
position superior to theirs ; so that there 
is naturally a greater readiness to con- 
sider the claims of Christianity. At 
least, they cannot look upon Christians 
and Christianity with the same contempt 
as in Mohammedan countries. They are 
here ready to read, to listen, and to dis- 
cuss the merits of their religion. And 
were any of them to receive the gospel, 
no violence would be feared. There 
would indeed be excitement,—probably 
rather more than in the case of conver- 
sions from the other prevalent forms of 
error. But the converts, and the mis- 
sionaries, would be fully protected. And 
experience shows that soon the convert 
a go among his own people as before, 
and freely state his reasons for embracing 
the gospel. How different this from the 
state of things in Mohammedan coun- 
tries. 


Influence of Bombay on Arabia and 
Persia. 


2. Bombay, from its relations to South- 
ern Arabia and Persia, enjoys uliar 
facilities for communicating to those re- 
gions a knowledge of the gospel. As 
already said, Persians and Arabs, in con- 
sldeedile numbers, are constantly found 
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in Bombay, and an impression made 
upon Mohammedans here, would at 
once be felt, more or less, in those coun- 
tries. Suitable books prepared and 
printed here, would gradually find their 
way thither. This is perhaps all that 
can at present be done for those coun- 
tries, as the way does not yet seem pre- 
‘pared for preaching the gospel there. 
And in the mean time, Bombay appears 
to be the only place from which a decided 
Christian influence can be exerted upon 
the people of those lands. " 
Were two brethren sent, as we pro- 
pose, they would make Mohammedanism 
an especial study; and they would be 
able to communicate much valuable in- 
formation respecting this important por- 
tion of the human family, as found in 
Western India and the adjacent regions. 
They would be the channel of commu- 
nication between Christians and Moham- 
medans. They would doubtless be able 
to excite an interest throughout the 
church in the deluded followers of the 
false prophet ; and their influence might, 
with the divine blessing, be wide spread 
and most important, in opening the eyes 
of the latter to the errors of their system 
and the superior claims of Christianity. 
And their missionary labors would by 
no means be confined to the Mohammed- 
ans. Very many of the Hindoos un- 
derstand Hindostanee ; and many from 
other parts of India can indeed be reached 
only through that language. To all these 
they might preach without hinderance. 
At present you have no missionaries 
to the Mohammedans. Here then is an 
open door for preaching the gospel to 
that people. Were you to occupy this 
field, might it not be a means of exciting 
fresh interest in the missionary cause 
among the American churches? And 
we feel assured that faithful, prayerful 
efforts for the salvation of this interesting 
people would not be invain. We there- 
fore close this part of our communication 
by again asking, that two missionaries 
may be sent, at an early day, to the Mo- 
hammedans of Western India. 


-Veed of Laborers for Other Classes. 


Having thus considered the circumstances of 
the Mohammedans of Bombay, Mr. Hume pro- 
ceeds to speak of other classes of the population, 
and of the reasons for sending missionaries to 
them also. 


Since the establishment of the Bombay 
mission, this city has greatly increased 
in size and importance ; and the relative 
position of the different classes of its 
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—— has considerably changed. 
hough in the Mehratta country, and 
though its Mahratta population has been 
constantly increasing, it can now hardly 
be called a Mahratta city. Its 124,000 
Mohammedans generally speak Hindos- 
tanee, and the most enterprising, wealthy 
and influential portion of its inhabitants 
speak the Gujarathé language. The 
Gujarathé-speaking population consists 
of Parsees, Jains, and Hindoos; and 
Gujarathé is now decidedly the commer- 
cia! language of Bombay. 


Parsees—Jains—Hindoos speaking Gu- 
jarathé, 


The Parsees are a remarkable people. 
According to the recent census they 
number 114,000. But the general con- 
viction is that, in some way, there has 
been a mistake in this item, and that 
their real number is considerably less. 
They are less numerous than some other 
sections of the community, but they 
yield in energy and influence to none. 
They are more ready than any other 
class to adopt European customs and 
opinions; and not a few of them speak 
and write the English language with 
facility. They have several fine temples 
in Bombay, and at the time of sun-rise 
and sun-set, they may be seen reading 
and repeating their prayers, and address- 
ing their worship to the sun and to the 
sea. But they are much less of a reli- 
gious people than the Hindoos. They 
are indeed zealous for their religion, but 
are most ignorant of what it really is; 
and their zeal apparently arises rather 
from a sectional, national feeling, than 
from their being imbued with any reli- 
gious principle. They pride themselves 
on being Parsees, and they are ready to 
defend ) Sharer ad whatever it may be. 
Among them are found the bitterest op- 
ponents to Christianity, who are familiar 
with the principal writings of opposers,and 
who manifest no little zeal in disseminat- 
ing their infidel views. Much use is made 
of the press for this purpose. One infi- 
del work of considerable size, prepared 
by a Parsee, has been printed in English, 
and a variety of similar productions 
have been published in Gujarathé. One 
monthly Gujarathé periodical is sustained, 
with the avowed pu of refuting and 
exposing Christianity, and defending 
the religion of Zoroaster. The pages 
of this are ina degree filled from 
the works of infidel authors. Many of 
these infidel objections to Christianity 
apply with peculiar force to Zoroastrian- 
ism, and infidelity in regard to all reli- 








ions is doubtless gaini nd among 
fe Parsees. And this is pt mmr 4 
considering how little has been done to 
make known the truth among them. 

The Jains, an heretical Buddhist sect, 
number, according to the census, but 
two thousand. It is probable, however, 
that some of them were, through misap- 
prehension, numbered as Hindoos, and 
that they are more numerous than re- 
ported. Many of them are wealthy. 
They have here seven temples, some of 
which are large and much frequented. 

The Gujarathé-speaking Hindoos in 
Bombay are a more energetic, business 
people than the Mahrattas. And 
throughout the Mahratta country, a large 
part of the village shop-keepers, traders 
and money-lenders, are Gujarathé people. 
This is the case particularly in the Con- 
can. In the Deccan, a larger portion of 
these are Marwadés. It is very seldom 
that the moneyed men of the village are 
Mabhrattas. The Mabhrattas have ever 
been devoted especially to agriculture, 
or toa military life. The Gujarathés have 
naturally more taste for commerce and 
manufactures. A Gujarathé sepoy [na- 
tive soldier] will rarely be found. 

In Bombay, these three divisions of 
the Gujarathé population, taken together, 
are probably as numerous as those who 
speak Mahratta. Nearly all the business 
of the city, and by far the larger portion 
of its wealth, are in their hands. Com- 
pared with them, the Mahratta portion of 
the population is, as a body, poor, uned- 
ucated, and uninfluential. Missionaries, 
the Government, and the Bombay Tract 
and Book Society, have all done far more 
in the way of preparing and publishing 
books in Mahratta, than in Gujarathé. 
And yet, for some years past, many more 
new and useful books have been printed 
in the latter than in the former language. 
The reason is that there is more demand 
for useful books in that language, and 
those speaking that language have more 
means for purchasing what they desire. 
If, in passing through the city, you ob- 
serve a native reading a large book, it is 
much more likely to prove Gujarathé 
than either Hindostanee or Mahratta. 
The Mahratta brahmins do indeed read 
a good deal; but they generally hold 
modern productions in low estimation, 
and prefer the ancient religious writings 
of the Hindoos. 

No class of the population can be so 
easily and so effectually reached through 
the press as they. None are so eager 
for books and so ready to pay for them. 
It is therefore our earnest desire and 
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request, that two missionaries may be 
sent to labor especially among the Guja- 


rathé-speaking population of Bombay. 
We believe that in no place in all the hea- 
then world can a community so intelligent, 
energetic, wealthy, influential, and at 
the same time so accessible, be found. 
And we deeply feel that more direct and 
active efforts should be put forth for the 
enlightenment and conversion of so nu- 
merous and important a people. 


Reasons for Labor among the Mahrattas. 


Though other classes of the population of 
Bombay seem now to call so loudly for mission- 
ary effort, it is not supposed that the past course 
of missionaries in laboring almost exclusively 
among the Mahrattas, has been unwise. On this 
subject Mr. Hume says: 


If the view now taken be correct, it 
will perhaps be asked whether the mis- 
sion has not erred in directing its labors 
chiefly to the Mahrattas. We reply, 
that when the mission was commenced 
the relative importance of the Mahrattas 
was much greater than it is at present. 
The Mchammedans, and especially the 
Gujarathé-speaking population, have in- 
creased much faster than they, in num- 
bers, wealth, and influence. Circum- 
stances have gradually changed, so that 
what was expedient at the outset is ex- 
pedient nolonger. The field has greatly 
widened, and it is clearly the duty of the 
church to modify and enlarge her opera- 
tions in view of present circumstances. 

The field among the Mahrattas, as we 
have already intimated, is not less exten- 
sive than it was. Directly the reverse 
of this is true. The Mahratta population 
of Bombay has greatly advanced in num- 
bers, wealth, education, &c. But they 
are outstripped by a race more enter- 
prising and energetic than they. We 
ask not that the Mahrattas should be 
abandoned, nor that Jess should be done 
for them than hitherto. On the contrary, 
greatly increased efforts are required on 
their behalf. They are still more nu- 
merous than any other one class. And 
perhaps more immediate results may be 
expected from labors among them. 

or ourselves, we have no wish but to 
continue, as heretofore, to labor chiefly 
for the spiritual good of the Mahratta 
people. Any one of us, however, would 
be perfectly willing to devote himself to 
the Mohammedans or to the Gujarathés, 
should such an arrangement be regarded 
as desirable. What we wish for, how- 
ever, is that new laborers should be sent 
to devote themselves—some to the Mo- 
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hammedans, and others to those speaking 
Gujarathé. We think it exceedingly de- 
sirable that at least two brethren be sent 
to each of these classes, and that there 
should be at least four to labor in the 
Mahratta language. This number may 
appear large, but what would these be 
among half a million of benighted Hin- 
doos, Parsees and Mohammedans ? 


Missionaries to Different Classes Mutual 
Helpers. 


You will easily understand that the 
different classes of which Bombay is 
composed must exert a very great influ- 
ence upon each other. None can esti- 
mate the influence which the Parsees 
and the Gujarathé-speaking Hindoos, 
exert upon the Mahrattas. And as far 
as Christianity is concerned, that influ- 
ence is evil. It is an influence which 
counteracts our efforts, and hinders the 
progress of the gospel among those for 
whom we labor. On the principle of 
self-defence, therefore, the church must 
extend her efforts to all these classes. 
And while laboring for the conversion 
of Mohammedans, Parsees, &c., she 
would be effectually promoting the pro- 
gress of the gospel among the Mahrattas 
also. Were our requests complied with, 
the missionaries devoted to Mahratta, 
Hindostanee, and Gujarathé, would mutu- 
ally derive assistance from each other’s 
labors. They would mutually profit by 
each other’s experience, sympathy and 
prayers. Books and tracts prepared by 
one would be put into circulation by all. 
The same preaching places would, toa 
certain extent, be employed, at different 
hours, for services, conducted in the dif- 
ferent languages. And thus the different 
branches of the mission would be mutu- 
ally dependent and mutually assisting 
parts of a system of operations, for the 
conversion of this benighted people to 
the true and living God. 

Your printing establishment here is 
able to print Gujarathé, Hindostanee, 
Persian and Arabic, as well as Mahratta. 
And, in the first of these languages es- 
pecially, the influence of the press 
would be most important. A very great 
number of intelligent readers, and of 
people willing to read, could be reached 
through its means. Much could be done 
for the Mohammedan population also by 
means of the press. 


Closing Appeal. 


O that God may incline the hearts of 
some of his servants to enter this impor- 
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tant field. Surely, in the schools of the 
prophets, there must be those who would 
be willing to come hither to proclaim the 
glad tidings of salvation to the Parsee, 

indoo and Mohammedan population of 
this great city. Where will they find 
a wider, more important and more open 
field? And let it be remembered that 
an influence exerted in Bombay does not 
terminate here. The eyes of multitudes, 
in all the neighboring regions, are di- 
rected hither; and an impression made 
here will be felt in places far remote. 
For this work, men of ripe scholarship, 
of acute, disciplined minds, and above 
all, men full of faith and of the Holy 
Ghost, are required. Those to whom 
they would come are not ignorant, unlet- 
tered savages. On the contrary, com- 
pared with most unevangelized nations, 
they are a civilized, wealthy, intellectual, 
educated people. They have their sa- 
cred books, their priesthood, their rites 
and ceremonies, which have been handed 
down from ancient times ; toall of which 
they are superstitiously wedded, and to 
which they are bound by interest and 
the ties of kindred. To expose and 
overthrow these venerated forms of error, 
—successfully to contend with the learned 
and intellectual champions of these va- 
rious creeds, and to pour in the light of 
truth upon these misguided, benighted 
masses, is a work of surpassing difficulty. 
It is a work which calls for the services 
of the choicest sons of the church,—a 
work in view of which even they may 
well exclaim, Who is sufficient for these 
things? But, though the conflict may 
be fierce, though the work to which they 
are called may be arduous, we cannot 
doubt of the result. These gigantic, 
venerated systems of error, shall be 
dashed in pieces. God will vindicate 
his own truth. His word shall not return 
unto him void. Parsees, Mohammedans 
and Hindoos, being by the grace of God 
delivered from their superstitions, shall 
become obedient to the faith, and rejoice 
in the liberty wherewith Christ makes 
his people free. For this let the church 
pray and labor. The way of the Lord 
is now prepared here as it never was be- 
fore. Who will come forth into this 
forefront of the battle? Our prayer is 
that the Lord of the harvest may speedily 
send forth laborers here. The harvest 
is great, andthe laborers are few. Nay, 
for some of the most important portions, 
there are no laborers. There ought 
to be—there must be—missionaries spe- 
cially devoted to the different classes 
here brought before you. Do not, we 
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entreat you, be discouraged and turn a 
deaf ear to our statements, because of 
the small number of converts gathered 
here. Let the mission be strengthened. 
Looking to God for help, let its opera- 
tions be extended, and he, we are per- 
suaded, will add his effectual blessing. 











Aintab. 


LETTERS FROM MR. SCHNEIDER. 


Reasons for Occupying Diarbekir. 

In a letter dated Diarbekir, April 26, Mr. 
Schneider gives somewhat fully, his reasons for 
feeling that that place should be occupied as a 
missionary station. 

The first reason mentioned is the large number 
of nominal Christians, of different sects, residing 
there, amounting in all, Armenians, Syrian Chris- 
tians, Chaldeans, Armenian Catholics, and 
Greeks, to about 12,000. 


2. The Syrians present a special 
claim. The same spirit of inquiry which 
has marked the Armenians in this em- 

ire, has appeared also among them. In 
act, in proportion to their respective 
numbers in the city, more Syrians attend 
my services than Armenians. They are 
naturally a sedate and sober-minded 
people, having nothing of the light- 
mindedness and frivolity of the Greeks ; 
but, in many respects, bearing a strong 
resemblance to the Armenians. All my 
intercourse with them has given me a 
very favorable impression as to the pros- 
pects of introducing a pure Christianity 
among them. I am not aware that there 
is any material difference between them 
and other oriental Christians as to the 
degree of their departure from gospel 
simplicity ; but I have not yet seen or 
heard of any blind, bigoted and deter- 
mined adhesion to their corruptions, such 
as characterizes some other sects. They 
have a high regard for the word of God ; 
and though, as a people, they have widely 
departed from its simple teachings, the 
profess to receive it as their rule of fai 
and practice, and always expect to have 
all religious questions settled by its de- 
cisions. It needs only an extensive dif- 
fusion of its doctrines among them to 
produce a general conviction that they 
are in great error; and, as a body, they 
have no more attachment to error than 
the corrupt heart of man has all over the 
world. 

Though their number in this city is 
not large, yet it is sufficiently so to form 
an inducement to labor among them; 
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and there are said to be some two or 
three hundred villages of them scattered 
ina southern direction from here, over 
the plains of Mesopotamia. I have not 
at hand, the means to ascertain, with any 
certainty, how large their number may 
be; but it must be quite considerable. 
The gospel, once thoroughly introduced 
among them here, must naturally tend to 
diffuse its influences among these their 
brethren, there being constantly more or 
less intercourse from these places with 
this city. God having begun a work of 
grace among this people, does he not 
thereby call on us to follow the move- 
ments of his providence? Is it not an 
intimation that he is about to visit them 
with his grace, and a positive invitation 
to us to apply the proper means to en- 
lighten and bring them to a knowledge 
of the truth? Who can regard it in any 
other light ? 

Opposition to a spiritual Christianity 
is of course to be expected from them. 
Their Patriarch, who formerly had his 
residence at Mardin, but within a few 
years has removed to this city, has 
already entered upon it. But he has no 
special power. Though he has his rep- 
resentative at Constantinople, yet, being 
himself far removed from the seat of 
ys power, and none of his nation 

eing in close connection with men high 
in authority, like the great Armenian 
bankers of the capital, he never will be 
able to wield political power to check 
the progress of truth among his people. 
Persecution can never be of a very for- 
midable kind. 


The third reason given is, that Diarbekir is a 
central place, and has an extensive trade and 
much intercourse with the surrounding country. 
‘« The gospel firmly planted here, must exert an 
influence not only upon the Syrian popvlation of 
Mesopotamia, but also, more or less, upon Arme- 
nia. Traders are caliiaie coming here from 
its various regions.” As a fourth reason, Mr. 
Schneider mentions that there is a weekly post 
between Diarbekir and Constantinople, so that 
regular intercourse might be maintained; and 
another post, once in two weeks, connecting the 
city with Mosul and Bagdad, and with Oorfa and 
Aleppo. “5. The forming of a station here 
would make a regular line of stations in this re- 
gion, beginning with Mosul, and passing through 
Diarbekir, Oorfa, Aintab and Aleppo, onward to 
Tripoli and Beirat.” 


Spirit of Inquiry Existing. 


6. But the most important argument is 
the spirit of inquiry already existing 
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here, and the work of grace commenced. 
It is now more than a year, since the 
minds of men were first waked up to a 
sense of their errors. The visit of a 
pious native from Erzeroom, with a lib- 
eral distribution of books, gave the first 
considerable impulse. Mr. Peabody’s 
visit, last fall, gave an additional mo- 
mentum ; and two of our Aintab breth- 
ren, by a few weeks’ labor, also aided 
the work. Ever since Mr. Peabody’s 
visit, a spirit of inquiry has been in ac- 
tive operation. Our books have been 
very carefully read, and especially has 
the Bible been very diligently studied. 
With a reference New Testament in 
hand, they have traced the mind of the 
Spirit, as revealed in different passages, 
through the whole inspired volume. The 
depth and accuracy with which some of 
these men have studied the Scriptures, 
has both surprised and delighted me. 
They go to the bottom of a subject, and 
are not satisfied with any doctrine, or 
interpretation, until it is fairly and fully 
established from the Bible; but when 
thus confirmed, they at once receive it 
as the truth. Can this seeking after and 
regard for the truth, be any thing else 
than a fruit of the operation of that good 
Spirit who inspired it ? 

Quite a number were accustomed to 
meet on the Sabbath to read the Scrip- 
tures, and I am told that sometimes there 
were nearly fifty thus collected. On my 
first Sabbath with them, there were about 
thirty-five present at the preaching. 
True, since then, the number has been 
much smaller. But this is easily ac- 
counted for by the persecution which 
has broken out. Those acquainted with 
these eastern churches, know that the 
present season of Lent is the one in 
which they are peculiarly bent on root- 
ing out all suspected heresy. Moreover, 
this is the first vigorous persecution ex- 
perienced here. Considering how little 
instruction these men have had from 
missionaries, and, consequently, that 
their moral strength is yet small, it is 
not surprising that some of them should 
hide their heads until the fury of the 
storm is somewhat passed. But the real 
state of things is not altered. There is 
far more inquiry than the public attend- 
ance on preaching indicates. This is 
shown by various incidents and facts. 
One of the Protestants recently went to 
the Armenian school, and there found 
six individuals engaged in investigating 
the Scriptures. An Armenian told an- 
other Protestant that there were eighteen 
individuals who, with him, were con- 
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vinced of the truth; although no one had 
known before that any of these persons 
felt any interest in these subjects. There 
is every reason to believe that many 
others, with more or less interest, are 
secretly prosecuting similar inquiries. 
The number of such has sometimes been 
estimated much over one hundred. As 
the persecution subsides, many of these 
will make their appearance. In addition 
to all this, there are four or six’ individ- 
uals, of whom I begin to cherish a hope 
that they may have embraced the truth 
from the heart, about one-half of them 
Armenians, and the others Syrians. A 
confident opinion I would not express, 
but that they have been favored with the 
teachings of the Spirit, there seems no 
reason to doubt; and they may have ex- 
perienced his regenerating influences. 


Concluding Remarks—Appeal to Young 
Men, 


Now when Providence has gone before 
us and begun a work, and is gathering 
the materials for its increase and exten- 
sion, are we not emphatically called upon 
to follow his intimations? I cannot but 
feel that it is the solemn duty of our mis- 
sion to occupy this field forthwith, in the 
most efficient way possible. Such a 
state of things, in any place of this em- 
pire, ten years ago, would have been 
considered, as it were, an audible call 
from Heaven to occupy it; and is it any 
the less so now, when inquiry has become 
more general in the land? I doubt not 
the Committee will look very favorabl 
on the proposition of occupancy, and if 
they had a sufficiency of men, would 
immediately send some for this place. 
Are there none in our colleges and sem- 
inaries who will heed a call so loud and 
earnest? Is it nothing to them that a 
harvest so fully ripe should perish for 
want of reapers? QO! if they could have 
seen the earnestness with which I have 
been urged to remain here, or to have 
some one else come; and if they could 
be on the ground and see, and feel, the 
reasons for permanent labor here, their 
hearts would be moved! They would 
realize the call, to come and labor here, 
to be far more pressing than from any 
portion of our land, where ministers are 
so abundant. 


Oorfa as a Missionary Field. 


Diarbekir is not the only place in that vicinity 
which Mr. Schneider thinks should be occupied 
at once, or very soon. In a letter dated May 20, 
he first gives his impressions in regard to Oorfa, 
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a city about ninety miles south-west from Diar- 
bekir and about seventy miles east of Aintab, 
and then refers to various other places which will 
soon call for laborers. 


Oorfa is situated on a range of hills, 
sloping towards the north-east, with the 
remains of a castle overlooking the en- 
tire city. In its day, this fortification 
was one of great strength. The city is 
compactly built, and presents a very fine 
appearance as viewed from the castle, 
and also as seen from the east. A beau- 
tiful plain commences a little to the 
north, and extends in a southern direc- 
tion as far as the eye can reach. Near 
the castle there is a fountain, or small 
lake of water, called by the ancients 
Callirrhoe. Its banks, and the whole 
valley, are covered with verdure, making 
it a most delightful spot. Its waters 
flow into the gardens on the plain, to the 
distance of eight or ten miles, and then 
disappear. This fountain is now re- 
markable for the sacred fish which it 
contains. Why Mussulman superstition 
has invested them with sacredness, I 
know not; but so high is their regard for 
them, that none are taken and used for 
the table, and they are daily fed by the 
devouter class of the Moslems. Hence 
they have become exceedingly tame and 
numerous, and the instant any thing is 
thrown in by some one, they come for- 
ward in great numbers. They are a real 
curiosity. 

The ancient name of the place was 
Edessa. Eusebius says, in his Ecclesi- 
astical History (Book 2d and Chap. Ist) 
that the apostle Thomas, under a divine 
impulse, sent Thaddeus, as a herald and 
evangelist, to proclaim the doctrine of 
Christ in that region, and adds, “ Even 
to this day the whole city of Edessa is 
devoted to the name of Christ.” Here 
lived Abgarus, or Agbarus, the king, of 
whom some ancient writers say that he 
wrote a letter to Christ and received one 
from him in reply ; and here existed, in 
the fifth century, a celebrated school, in 
which eloquence, poetry, philosophy and 
other arts were taught; and sacred sci- 
ence among the rest. The present in- 
habitants say that the school was on the 
hill where the castle stands, and that 
— remains of it are to be seen to this 

ay. 


Perhaps Ur, the Birthplace of Abraham. 


To some minds it may give additional 
interest to the place, that by many Oorfa 
is now supposed to have been the bibli- 
cal Ur of the Chaldees, the birthplace 
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of Abraham, the father of the faithful. 
Ritter, the distinguished German geog- 
rapher, gives it as his opinion, that it 
must have been in the present pashalic 
of Oorfa, and rather seems to imply that 
it might be Oorfa itself. He is good 
authority on such a point. In all that 
district there is no place whose natural 
advantages would point it out as a more 
suitable one for a city, with extensive 
pasture grounds in the vicinity, than the 
spot where Oorfa now lies. On my re- 
turn from Diarbekir, I came over the 
more northern parts of Mesopotamia, 
and there seemed no place in that region 
more naturally calculated for a site of a 
city. Nor can it be well supposed to 
have been further south than Oorfa; as 
Abraham, in moving towards Canaan 
from Ur to Haran, must have gone in a 
southern direction. Harran, the ancient 
Haran, is only nine hours south of Oorfa. 
The reasons for considering Oorfa as Ur 
of the Chaldees, are briefly these, viz. : 
1. It lies in Mesopotamia, as did Ur of the 
Chaldees. Acts vii.2. 2. Itsname. By 
dropping, in the present name Oorfa, the 
last syllable, fa, which seems to have been 
added, we have the original name Oor, or 
Ur. 3. It is only about ninety miles 
from Haran, in the direction of Canaan, 
towards which Abraham retired from Ur. 
4. The Jews in this region, to this day, 
make pilgrimages to it as the birthplace 
of Abraham; so the Jews of Diarbekir 
say, and the same testimony is given by 
them here. In all this empire, the Jews, 
as they themselves say, regard it as the 
place of his nativity. The Mussulmans 
of Oorfa have also a legendary tradition 
in regard to the fountain in the city, 
alluded to above, which implies that 
Abraham lived there. Now, although 
such legends and pilgrimages in them- 
selves deserve no credit, yet in connec- 
tion with other proofs, they are not with- 
out weight. 


Bat whether this be the birthplace of Abraham 
or not, is a matter of comparatively little conse- 
quence. Of the 20,000 inhabitants of the city, 
Mr. Schneider says, about 7,500 are Armenians, 
and about 4,000 Syrians, so that there is here, as 
well as at Diarbekir, a large nominally Christian 
population. One or more native brethren from 
Aintab have been at Oorfa for a year or more ; 
and thus a beginning has been made in the way 
of missionary effort, though recently much oppo- 
sition has been manifested. 

Under date May 21st, Mr. Schneider says : 


We have just received cheering intel- 
ligence from Oorfa. Though our brother 
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was driven out of the khan, he succeed- 
ed in renting a house; and when the 
enemy endeavored to expel him from that 
he appealed to the Turkish authorities, 
and they protected him in his rights. 
Inquirers now visit him more freely, and 
the door seems to be open for more suc- 
cessful efforts. The report, on the whole, 
is so encouraging, that I am sending off 
another of our brethren, who is to start 
to-morrow to join the one already there. 


Many Places Call for Laborers. 


Our recent communications will have 
shown you how the surrounding country 
is opening for the spread of the truth. 
In what way these openings are to be 
occupied is becoming with us a very se- 
rious and important question. By means 
of the men whom Providence has raised 
up here, and is raising up, we can do 
much towards making a beginning in 
breaking up the fallow ground. In fact, 
much has already been done in this way, 
by these men. But this having been ac- 
complished, other labor is required ; that 
of more carefully sowing and cultivating 
the ground and reaping the harvest. In 
other words, regularly ordained preach- 
ers, either American or native, will be 
absolutely needed in many places. Be- 
sides Diarbekir, of whose wants I have 
already spoken, one or two will soon be 
called for at Oorfa. In all human prob- 
ability Kissdh, near Antioch, will shortly 
send a call forone. At Killis, they are 
already asking for one. Such is the 
state of Marash, that the ordinary course 
of events will soon demand one or two 
there. Only a few days since I received 
a letter from an influential Armenian in 
Sivas, asking for a missionary. At 4lep- 
po, there should be one preacher at least 
for the Armenian population, as they are 
in a great measure inaccessible to our 
brethren there, laboring in the Arabic 
language. Respecting Adana, Tarsus, 
and Kaisareah, Mr. Johnston will give 
you information in due time; but from 
the latter city the cry has been for sev- 
eral months for missionaries. 

Now, not to speak of other places, (of 
which there are not a few in the Turk- 
ish empire,) Providence is most obviously 
calling upon the churches to station some 
ten heralds of the cross, in those men- 
tioned above, in avery short time. In 
fact, all the surrounding country seems 
to be fast getting ready to utter a long, 
loud and piercing cry, “ Give us preach- 
ers of the pure gospel. We have long 
enough been famished by the husks of 


Recent Intelligence. 





357 


men’s inventions. Let us now have the 
unadulterated word of God, preached in 
simplicity and plainness.” Whence shall 
these preachers come? Though much 
has been done, in the infancy of our mis- 
sion, to raise up native preachers, there 
is not now an adequate supply. In our 
perplexity we turn our eyes to our native 
land; and yet thence the discouraging 
reply comes to us, “ We have no more 
men to send. But few of our candidates 
for the ministry are directing their atten- 
tion to the missionary field!” But what 
less can we do than to reiterate the cry 
for help, as it comes to us from one place 
and another? Yes, we must repeat it 
time and again, hoping it may touch the 
hearts of some at least whom God has 
called into his vineyard to labor. 








“ Recent Entelligence. 

ConsTANTINOPLE.—A brief letter from Mr. 
Goodell, dated July 15, communicates several 
items of interest. Mr. Goodell, “from a sense 
of duty, but with sadness of heart,” has given up 
his connection with the female boarding-school, 
with which he had been connected for five years, 
—“the five happiest years of my missionary 
life,” he says,—and the school is to be hereafter 
at Bebek, in connection with the family of Mr. 
Everett. 

On the 7th of July, one individual was received 
to the church at Constantinople, and her infant 
child was baptized. On the 12th, Baron Stepan, 
brother of the senior pastor of the church, having 
finished his theological studies at the Bebek sem- 
inary, was licensed to preach the gospel ; and on 
the same day Mr. Van Lennep arrived at Con- 
stantinople on his return from the United States. 


Satonica.—Mr. Dodd, under date July 7, 
announces the safe arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Par- 
sons, who sailed from Boston, April 24. 


Mosut.—A letter has been received from Mr. 
Marsh, dated July. The heat of summer having 
fully come, (the mercury rising to 100°,) he was 
about to retire from the city for a time, that he 
might not needlessly expose his health ; and after 
much consideration he had concluded, instead of 
spending some time in the mountains, to visit 
Oroomiah. He says, “ Our numbers have in- 
creased again during the last week, and I feel 
sure that the Lord, by his providence and his 
Spirit, is working in Mosul.” 

A letter from Abeih, dated August 5, says: 
“Mr. and Mrs. Williams have been designated 
te Mosul with great unanimity ; and they expect 
to leave for Aleppo next month. Circumstances 
prevent their going farther this autumn, and Mr. 
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Ford expects to spend the winter at Mosul. Miss gitetuwt, 5. © Sova, ae a 00—213 89 
. ro’ co. Aux. «de Be ea! r. 

Salome Karabet, daughter of the late Bishop | “'Brookline, Cong. eh. 730 00 

Karabet, intends to accompany Mr. Williams to| Goffstown, m. c. 1; E. W.3; 4 00 

Mosul, to engage in the instruction of females eset, Tn'cme om 96; LH not 

there ;—the first missionary of our native church.”’ 10; 36 00—-80 00 


Nestorians.—Mr. Wright, in a letter dated 
May 27, says: ‘ Mr. Stevens, the English Consul 
at Tabreez, has been commissioned by the Per- 
sian Government, to make a tour of inspection 
along the north-west frontier of Persia, and he 
proposes, in the course of it, to visit the Turkish 
Pasha stationed at Bashcallah, whose power ex- 
tends over the Nestorians of the mountains. 
The Consul, with his characteristic kindness, 
advises that a delegation from our mission meet 
him there, to be introduced to the Pasha, and to 
secure his approbation to missionary labors 
among the mountain tribes.’ A letter of later 
date, from Mr. Breath, states that Messrs. Per- 
kins, Stocking and Wright, had been appointed 
by the mission for this purpose, and were waiting 
the summons of the Consul. 

Canton.—Dr. Ball, in a letter dated June 21, 
states that for about four weeks he had held a 
daily service in his preaching room, fronting the 
street. He occupies from half an hour to an 
hour in reading, explaining and enforcing pas- 


sages of Scripture. ‘“ From thirty to forty  per- 
sons are in. Many sit and listen very atten- 
tively.” 


Fuxu-cuau.—A letter from Mr. Peet announces 
the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle, “ in health 
and safety, on the 31st of May.” 
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Merrimack co. Aux. So. G. + thee 
Salisbury, Coll. 36,91; m. e. 25,45 


62 36 
Rockingham co. Conf. of chs. Freneis Grant, Tr. -—_ 


Kingston, m. c. 
Strafford co. Conf of chs. E. J. Lane, Tr. 














Meredith Bridge, Cong. ch. and so. 00 
Meredith Village, Cong. so. 40; m. c. 10; 
ack. in July Her. fr. leredith Hill. 
433 25 
W. Stewartstown, Cong. ch. m. c. 10 00 
443 25 
VERMONT. 
Caledonia co. Conf. of chs. E. Jewett, Tr. 
a Rev. L. Wood, 11; Mra. W. . 
Peacham, Cong. ch. and so. 40,70; 
J. W. Chandler, 100 ; 140 70 
St. Johnsbury, 2d cong. ch. and so. 
m. ¢. $3 95—247 65 
Chittenden co. Aux. so. M. A. eee > 
Burlington, Cong. ch. m. c. 
Essex, do. m.c. 3 3 
Milton, do. 13 00—-23 00 
Orange co. Aux. So. J. W. Smith, Tr. 
Thetford, J. and 8. P. 3 00 
Orleans co. Aux. So. H. Hastings, Tr. 
Barton, A widow, 80 
Windham co. Aux. So. F, Tyler, Tr. 
Putney, Ch. and cong. 
Townshend, Gent. 18,11 ; la. 27,89; 
m. c. 15, 7; 61 17—-98 97 
Windsor co. Aux. So. by J. Steele, Tr. 
Windsor, Cong. ch. and so. m. c. 27 30 
400 72 
Concord, Coll. 3,07; Lunenburg, m. c. 4,87; 
Mrs. F. P. 8. 8.5; 12 94 
413 66 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Berkshire co. Aux. So. Rev. J. J. Dana, re 
Becket, Fem. char. so. 10 
Lanesboro’, 27 + 
Lee, Gent. 170,66 ; m. c. 41,97 ; la. 
64,94 ; 277 57 
New Marlboro’, N. 30 00 
Richmond, 51 00 
Sheffield, Gent. 49,87 ; la. 52; 101 87 
Stockbridge, 44 07—541 51 
Bostoa, 8. A. Danforth, wy 158 
Essex co. North, Aux. So. J . Caldwell, Tr. 
Amesbury, oy Mrs. 100 
Byfield, Mr. Tenney - 80. 32 33 
ae Ist par. young la. Ceylon 
Nowtunpen, Pres. ch. and so. gent. 
and Ja. 168,75; m. c. 117,25; wh. 
cons. Rev. Asneet G. VERMiLye 
and rt ~~ L. VEeRMILYE, 
H. M.; Dr. Dimmick’s so. m. c. 
30,34 ; + fiend to cons. SanGent 
8. ‘Stearns of Newark, N. J. an 
H. M. 100 416 34 
Rowley, Mr. ‘Pike's so. wh. and prev. 
dona. cons. Mrs. Desornan Pixe 
an H. M. &8 G7 
—_ co. South, Aux. So. C. M. Richardson, 
r. 
Danvers, 2d cong. ch. and so. 316 00 
Hamilton, M. Poland, 8 00 
Lynn, Central so. m. c. 26 00 
Marblehead, Ist ch. m. c. 30 00 
Swampscott, m. c. 24 W0—404 00 
Franklin co. Aux. So. L. Merriam, Tr. 
E. Hawley, Cong. so. 13 00 
Hampden co. Aux. So. C. O. Chapin, Tr. 
W. Springfield, H. Smith, 12 00 











1850. 


Hampshire co. Aux. So. J. D. Whitney, 

Amherst, Faculty and students o 
college 

Ha deuville, A friend, wh. cons. Rev. 

z > Potter, of Easthampton, an 


8s. Hedley, wn 
Middlesex South Conf. of chs. 
Holliston, La. benev. rea. so. 4 00 
Hopkinton, La. miss. so. 9 00—-13 00 
Norfolk co. Aux. So. Rev. 8S. Harding, Tr. 
Brighton, Evan. cong. ch. and so. 146 86 
Brookline, Harvard ch. m. c. 95,43 ; 
s.s, class for 9 pee miss. 1,50; 96 93 
N. Wrentham, m ou 
aa Eliot ch. a ce. 19,55 ; —_ | 
Ww 


Tr. 


00 
8 00—-86 04 


$ 9 88—271 67 
Old Colony Aux. So. H. Coggeshall, Tr 
Fairhaven, Ist cong. ch. and so. 220 
Rochester, Centre ch. la. 15,25 ; m. c. 
.75 5 21 00 
Sippican, Ch. and so. 17 90—259 40 
Taunton and vic. Aux. So. 
Attleboro’, Mr. Crane’s so. —. 
W. par. 34,75; 1 54 


72 


Norton, Ortho. cong. ch. and so. m. c. ‘a 72 
Pawtucket, A friend, 00—181 26 
Worcester co. North, Aux. So. B. shdiaaee Tr. 


Westminster, A friend, 10 00 
2,513 13 
A friend, 20; Andover, Old South ch. m. c. 
31,88; a friend, 2; S. par. juv. sew. so. for 
fem. boarding sch. at Constantinople, 92; 
Chelsea, Winnisimmet ch. and so. m. c. 
my he 3 E. Cambridge, evan. cong. ch. m. c. 
; Medford, Mystic ch. and so. 130,10 ; 
ies ding, 8. par. cong. ch. and > — la. 
cent so. 10; Waltham, N. W. 368 69 
2,881 82 


CONNECTICUT. 
Pairfield co. East, Aux. So. Rev. J.S. Whittlesey, Tr. 
Stratford, Cong. ch. la. wh. cons. Mrs. Catu- 
aking A. Bootn an H. M. 117,47; fem. 
Bible class, for fem. sch. in China, 5; 
Fairfield co. West, Aux. “ C. Marvin, Tr. 


122 47 


Ridgefield, Cong. ch. m. 40 00 
Hartford co "Aux. So. A. w Butler, Tr. 
Hartford, Dr. Hawes’s ch. for re- 
building ch. at Kohala, 8. I. 100 00 
Suffield, Cong. so. m. c. 20 00—120 00 
Hartford co. South, Aux. So. H. 8. Ward, Tr. 
Glastenbury, Eastbary so. m. c. 40 00 
Upper Middletown, Mrs. G. 10 00 
Wethersfield, s. s. for sch. on Mt. 
Lebanon, 40 00—-90 00 


New Haven City, Aux. So. A. H. Maltby, Agent. 
New Haven, Union m. c. 398; 3d ch. m. c. 
6; union col'd s. s. for sup. of a youth in 
s. Africa, 20; 
New London and vic. Aux. So. C. Chew, Tr. 








Stonington, 2d cong. ch. m. c. 00 
Windham co. North, Aux. So. J. B. Gay, Tr. 
Ashford, Church and so. 8 00 
Windham co. South, Aux. So. Z. Storrs, Tr. 
Canterbury, Ist so. bal. 3 00 
500 39 
A friend, 3 00 
503 39 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Bristol, Catholic cong. so. bal. 1 00 


NEW YORK. 


Board of Foreign Missions in Ref. Dutch ch. 
C. 8. Little, New York, Tr. 
Beaver Dam, R. D. ch. 4,29; L. R. 


5; 9 29 
Berne, Ist R. D. ch. 15 
Brooklyn, R. D. ch. m. c. 58,88; a 

fem. mem. 2; 60 
Fishkill, Ist R. 'D. ch. 128 51 
Harlem, R. D. ch. 42,70; m.c. 28,43 ; 71 13 
New York, $5 ack. in Aug. fr. North 

ch. was fr. Walter Storm. 


Schoharie, R. D. ch. 22 00 


Donations. 


Tompkinsville, R. D. ch. 

Walden, do. m.c. 13; D. P. Inora- 
Ham, wh. and prev. dona. cons. 
him an H. M. 50; 

Buffalo and vic. J. Crocker, Agent. 

Buffalo, Lafayette-st. pres. ch. m. c. 
12,57 ; N. pres. ch. m. c. 131 ; 

Geneva and vic. C. A. Cook, Agent. 


87 32 


63 00—457 13 


143 57 


Barre Centre, Cong. ch. m. c. 10 00 
Binghamton, ’Pres. ch. 88 72 
Candor, Cong. ch. 16,73; m. c. 5; 

A. Hart, wh. cons. Harvey Pat- 

ton an H. M. 100; youth’s miss. 

80, 12.27; 134 00 
Champlain, P. Moore, 5¢ 00 
Geneva, Fem. miss. so. 34 00 
Genoa, Ist cong. ch. . 188 
McGrawville, Cong. ch. 15 00 
Newark ee do. 53; Rev. M. 

Ford, 5€ 103 00 
Ovid, A. im 25 00 
Owego, Pres. ch. 120,77 ; m.c. —, 

cong. ch. 5,12; 69 

640 93 


Ded. legacy of Wm. Barnes, ack. in 

Sep. as a dona. 50 ; ded. dise. 92c.; 50 92—590 01 
Greene co. Aux. So. J. Doane, T'r. 

Durham, Rev. Dr. Williston, av. of Millen- 
ial Discourses, wh. cons. Exizurn Bawp- 
win, of Boston, an H. M. 

Monroe co. and vic. E. Ely, Tr. 
N. Bergen, Pres. ch. 9,59; 8. H. 10; 8. x 5; 
New tom oy & Brooklyn Aux. So. J.W 


(or ro 4 od 6th pres. ch. W. E. Doves, to 
cons. him an H. M. 100; Mercer-st. pres. 
ch. W. W. Chester, for debt, wh. cons. 
Tuomas L. Cuester an H. M. 100; a 
friend, 5; Brooklyn, S. pres. ch. m. c. 73,16 ;) 
Oneida co. Aux. So. J. Dana, Tr. 
Utica, Ist pres. ch. m. c. 
Waterville, Ch. and so. 


100 09 
24 59 


353 8&3 





Ded. disc. 
Syracuse and vic. J. Hall, Agent. 
Preble, Pres. ch. 
Syracuse, Ist do, 54 47-—74 02 
St. Lawrence co. Aux. So. H. D. Smith, Tr. 
Gouverneur, Pres. ch. E. Wright, wh. cons. 
Mrs. Evtzanetn Wrienrt, of Noithamp- 
ton, Ms. an H. M 
Watertown and vic. Aux. So. A. Ely, Agent. 
Sacket’s Harbor, Ch, 


1,971 16 
Albany, 4th pres. ch. 100 ; J. W. Bulkley, for 
John W. Bulkley, Ceylon, 20; Canaan 
Centre, pres. ch. and oats 14; Cazenovia, 
Ist pres. ch. and so. 104,12; Rev. G. 8. B. 
for rebuilding ch. at Kohala, 8. 1.5; City, 
Smithfield cong. 3 ; Danby, pres. ch. 14,50; 
Factoryville, pres. ch. m. ¢. 30,83; Hud- 
son, Ist pres. ch 100,43; m c 23,10 ; Ith- 
aca, pres. ch, 79,75; Litchfield, Norwich 
ch. m. c. 4,96; Madison, fem centso 25,29; 
Marion, J. B.3; E. M.1; New Lisbon, H. 
P. for ch. at Kohala, 8. ia ; Norway, Mrs. 
E. W. 2; 8. B. 1; Shelter Island, pres. 
ch. and con, . 14,22; Staten Island, a fem. 
teacher, 3; Valatie, pres. ch. m. c. i5; 565 20 
2,536 36 
Legacies. — Benton, Wm. Barnes, by w. 
Barnes and J. M. Poe, Ex’rs, 50; Canan- 
daigua, Walter Hubbell, by W. 8. Habbell, 
Ex’r, (prev. ree’d 40,) 40 ; Owego, Miss C. 
White, 20,86 ; 


NEW JERSEY. 
Board of For. Miss. in Ref. Dutch ch. C. 8. 
Little, Tr. 
Bergen, Fem. benev. so. av. of Fair, 100 00 
Hackensack, A few friends, 20 00 
Patterson, 2d R. D. ch. s. 8. io 





Reddington, R. D. ch. 
Rocky Hill, do. m.c. 15 00—145 (5 








Caldwell, L. C. C. 2.75; Morristown, 2d pres, 
ch. Mrs. C. B. Arden, 90; Newark, Ist 
. ch. m.c. 100; Orange, do. 57,08 ; m. c. 
05,27 ; 2d do. 146,86; m. c. 80,30; wh.. 
cons. Aten Dovp an H. M; Rahway, 2d 
. ch. T. M. 10; Troy, fem. benev. so. 

; W. Bloomfield, juv. miss. so. 51; 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

Erie, Pres. s. s. for George 4. Lyon, Ceylon, 
20 ; Honesdale, Jason Torrey, dec'd, 500 ; 
a friend, 100; Neshaminy, pres. ch. 37; 
New Berlin, for ch. at Kohala, 8. I. 2; 


DELAWARE. 
Newark, Ist pres. ch. 7 ; fem. mite so. 13; 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Washington, Ist col’d pres. ch. 


VIRGINIA. 


Richmond and vic. Aux. So. 8. Reeve, Tr. 
Richmond, 8. M. Pleasants, 

Draper’s Valley, A friend, 10; Harrisonburg 
and Cook’s Creek, fem. miss. so. 15 ; 


GEORGIA. 
Legacies.—Marchmont, John Fox, by C. I. 
enkins, (prev. rec’d 2,345,28,) 2,500; less 
disc. 12,44; 
OHIO. 


Western For. Miss. So. G. L. Weed, Tr. 
Cincinnati, Vine-st. cong. ch. 143 ; 2d pres. 
ch. m. c. 11,35; 3d do. m. c. 5,78; Ist orth. 
cong. ch. m. c. 6,55 ; 8th pres. ch. m. c. 5; 
so. of ing. Ist mis. s. s. 3,60; D. B. and L. 
E. A. fur Dr. Scudder, 1,50 ; Ironton, I. M. 
McL. 1,50; North Bend, widow's mite, for 
Rev. A. Bushnell, 5; Portsmouth, pres. ch. 
62,95 ; m. c. 31,11; 

By Rev. F. Bartlett, Agent. 

Amesville, (of wh. fr. chil. 75c.) 28,25 ; 
Belpre, (of wh. fr. chil. 3,86,) 26,30; Ben- 
nington, 1,66; Columbus, A. B. 5; Hang- 
ing k, a bal. 11,17; Harmar, cong. ch. 
s. 8. to ed. an Indian youth, 20; Hartford, 
chil. 23c.; Hebron, Mr. C. 1 ; Homer, juv. 
miss. so. of Burlington, for Mr. Prestun, 
3,41; Johnstown, Rev. |. Samson, 6 ; Kings- 
ton and Porter,J. V. 8S. 10; Lawrence, Rev. 
L. L. F. and wife, 2; Little Mill Creek, 
1,85; s.s. 3,13; Marietta, college, so. of 
ing. 5,96 ; fem. sem. 20,45 ; Stockade, s. s. 
for Mr. Preston, 48c. ; Marysville, Mrs. 8. 
R. 1; Rev. H.8.1; Millville, 2,35; New 
Plymouth, Rev. J. Forbush, 15 ; indiv. 4,64 ; 
chil. 36c.; Watertown, 10,12; Worthing- 
ton, Mra. N. C.1; 

Western Reserve Aux. So. Rev. H. Coe, Ag't. 
Aurora, 17; F 20,35; Huron, P. 
Adams, 10; Mantua, I. P. H. 5; Medina, 
50; Nelson, 7,04; N. Ridgeville,3; Ran- 
doiph, 5,17 ; O. C. D. 10; Richfield, M. and 
N. H. W; Ruggles, 3; B. S. 10; Tall- 
madge, Guy W atcott, wh. and prev. dona. 
cons. him an H. M. 50; Twinsburg, 18,15; 
Wellington, 1; la. 4,40; Windham, 31,05; 
estate of John Seely, 55; Rev. H. B. 10; 


Delaware, 2d pres. ch. s. s. for ed. chil. in Ma- 
dras, 13; Jersey, m. c. 3,65 ; 8. s. 4,98 ; 


Legacies.—Hiuntington, Erastus Clark, by 
Rev. H. Coe, 20; Oxford, Benajah Root, 
32,69 ; int. 160,22; by G. L. Weed, 


Donations. 


817 31 


2,487 56 


212 91 


1,014 40 


INDIANA. 


Tr. 
Pres. ch. s. 8. to ed, a child, 
Monticello, s. s. to ed. a child in Syria, 








Ocr. 
ILLINOIS. 

Chicago, 2d pres. ch. 153,54; Edwards co. 
union fem. miss. so. 21 ; benegense, ene. 
ch. m. c. 10; Jerseyville, P. F. 10; Roc 
Island, M.C. D.1; 195 54 

MICHIGAN. 

Cold Water, m. c.3; Monroe, Ist pres. ch. 

20; s.s. for William H. Bond, Ceylon,10; 33 00 
IOWA. 

Keokuk, Pres. ch. (of wh. fr. Rov. W. H. . 
Williams, wh. and prev. dona. cons. Rev. 
Cuaries Wititams, of Ottawa, Ill. an 
H. M. 25,) 49,45; m.c.2; s. s. miss. so. 

8,95 ; 60 40 
KENTUCKY. 
Paris, m. c. 10 00 
TENNESSEE. 
By Rev. W. Mack, Agent. 
Columbia, A thank off’g, 20 ; Cornersville, 
21; Lewisburg, 10; Milton, 24; Shelby- 
ville, 83; ded. dise. 3; 155 00 
Jonesboro’, Pres. ch. 15 00 
17u 00 
ALABAMA. 
Mobile, C. Hale, 10 00 
IN FOREIGN LANDS, &c. 

Canton, China, A friend, for ed. of Chinese 
girls, 200 00 

Good Water, Choc. na. miss. so. (of wh. to 
cons. Ropert M. Jones of Pushmultaha 
Dis. an H. M. 100,) 150; av. of Fair at 
Koonsher sem. 27 ; 177 00 

Kohala, 8. I., Mr. Bond's ch. m. c. for Arme- 
nian miss. wh. cons. Jons [1 an H. M. 50 00 

Park Hill, Cher. na. m. c. 16 75 

443 75 

Legacies. —Jaffna, Ceylon, Mrs. Mary R. 

Apthorp, 1,229 10 
1,672 85 

Donations received in August, (of wh. 
for debt, $100 ; prev. rec’d, $19,310 U8,) 10,254 72 

Legacies, 4,040 43 

$14,295 15 


~s 


CHILDREN’S FUND FOR EDUCATING 
HEATHEN CHILDREN. 


Amount received in August, 





$364 93 





DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, &c. 


Good Water, Choc. na. Two cows and two 
calves. 


Huntington, O., Clothing. fr. la. miss. so. 17 49 
Niagara Falls, N. Y., reams paper, fr. 

A. H. Porter, 80 00 
Spencer, Ms., A box, fr. fem. char. so. for 

Miss Rice, Oroomiah, 12 00 


Springfield, Ms., Robert Dawson, Jane Hud- 
son, Sloth and Thrift, 100 cops. ea. fr. G. 
Merriam. 

W. Medway, Ms., A box, fr. friends, for Rev. 
J. E. Chandler, Madura. 





The ing articles are respectfully solicited from 
a lanufacturers and “hee, 
Printing t, writing paper, stationery, slates, 
shoes, hats, blankets, sheets, pillow-cases, towels, 
shirts, socks, stockings, fulled-cloth, flannel, domes- 


00 | tic cotton, etc. 








